t h e

corn

The Newsletter of the Salt Spring Island Conservancy

Number 22, November 2002

Earth Day Reflections on the

Earth Charter: Part II
The Earth Charter is a declaration of
fundamental principles for building a just,
sustainable and peaceful global society in the
21st century. Both an expression of hope and a
call to help create a global partnership at a
critical juncture in history, it seeks to inspire in
all peoples a new sense of global
interdependence and shared responsibility for
the well-being of the human family and the
larger living world.
When the Conservancy’s Earth Day planning
committee was trying to decide how best to
explain the Earth Charter to an audience in a
way that would be both interesting and help
participants to remember its contents, they
took a closer look and realised that this is a
rich, inspirational document that demands
serious reflection. They decided to invite six
members of our community whose life-work –
and passion – has been in the areas of peace,
social and economic justice, and the
environment and ask them to share their
reflections on the six parts of the charter.
In this issue we have articles by Bob Weeden,
Maggie Schubart and Patricia Houston.

Ecological Integrity
Bob Weeden
Putting big ideas into words is like stuffing an
octopus into a bag : there’s always something
left dangling.
In the Earth Charter’s essay on ecological
integrity, what was left out was that portentous
phrase’s definition. The best the writers could
do was to pair “ecological integrity” with
equally nebulous ideas like “health of
ecosystems,” “biological diversity”, and “life
support systems”.
The problem word is “integrity”. We can agree
that “ecological” refers to the thin and

gossamer shell of air, water, soil and
life, interacting and
interdependent, that surfaces and
defines Planet Earth. But what in
the world is “integrity”? We have
to know, because that is the goalsetting idea from which follow all
prescriptions for stewardship and
restoration.
The dictionary defines integrity
as the condition of being whole
and unimpaired. In the context
of nature, a quartz crystal has
integrity. But we want a
wholeness of diversity, not
homogeneity. Further, the
diversity of nature is not a mosaicof
bounded wholes, no matter how pretty
a fixed pattern they might make, but a
diversity in which nameable forms
(snails, nematodes, arbutus, …)
exchange energy and nutrients and
share space in such a way as to create
systems nesting within systems.
Beyond that, the systems, big and
little, adapt to change over time,
sometimes starting over from scattered
remnants of a cataclysm. Not all nameable
forms survive – in fact, none do, if you were to
compare forms existing at start and end of
billion-year chunks of time – but the
ponderous pace of natural extinction (or the
myriad millennia for evolution after big and
sudden events) allow the mantle of life to
remain functioning and self-healing.
Earth care, then, at its core, means making
sure nature retains the capacity to become. In
terms of global systems the key is the
continuing balance of carbon dioxide and
oxygen – a balance created by life – in air and
oceans, and maintaining an atmosphere pure
enough to sustain complex life. The globe,
(Continued on page 6)
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President’s Page
Passages
Bob Weeden
There was a small wetland at the foot of a
sloping pasture, by a well-travelled road.
Cryptic springs, rationing winter moisture
along a layer of clay, kept its waters alive even
in full summer. It stood out then as an oasis in
the sere, brown, weedy fields. In winter it
bulged out over the broad rush-and-cattail
shallows, and the breeze that ruffled its surface
carried the tang of the sea.
Although I didn’t pass by the wetland often, I
always slowed and sometimes stopped to look
at it. If binoculars were handy I would sweep
the summer-lush marsh for a glimpse of a
secretive rail whose existence, like God’s,
requires much faith. In winter I watched the
hooded mergansers in their miraculous
plumage, diving for dragonfly larvae, newts, or
other unimaginable treasures. Sometimes,
surfacing, they attached themselves to their
own wake as if it were a shadow they nearly
forgot.
Now, shockingly, the marsh is gone.
Excavators, bulldozers and trucks have scraped
off the dark rich topsoil. Much of it is spread
to fill hollows on the adjacent slope. The
machines have trenched the underlying clay as
if preparing for war. The machines are still at
work. What the marsh will become, has yet to
be revealed.
Other people are as shocked as I. They wrote
letters to the newspaper, called the owner and
the Islands Trust, and gathered in impromptu
groups to gossip about it. While the marsh
remained itself through decades of spiralling
seasons people spoke of it rarely. Now its
spectacular death was news. A hundred minds
remembered Joni Mitchell’s line, “you’ll never
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know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone.”
We were bound to, or invested in, those few
acres. It was ever green, alive, always different
but seemingly unchanged from year to year.
Not a tourist’s spectacle, it was of our scale, a
neighbourhood miracle. It bloomed and
throve without permission or help, its life
requiring of the owner only neglect. We could
sample its beauty in a moment, yet appreciate
its continuity over a lifetime.
I am glad we are outraged. It is good to know
that nature still calls so strongly. I remind
myself that for millennia, and up to just over a
century ago, the marsh was a wet place in a
dense cedar forest, beloved, perhaps, by one
who walked in the cool shade to smell the rank
skunk cabbage and harvest the rusty-felted
fiddleheads. I imagine the horror of that
person, who could only stand by while the
towering trees were felled by saw and
dynamite, the stumps burned or dragged into
piles, the ground churned by the steel of
ploughs. And yet . . . and yet, time and the
basic nature of the place brought a new beauty
to the ravaged earth, brought a sun-struck
verdant marsh which seemed to us in this
century to be forever.
I don’t know when this present destruction
will yield to a new time of healing, and I don’t
know what face nature will wear. Water will
continue to gravitate to this hollow, bringing
with it soil, grain by grain. Green things will
find the place, and pioneer. Some will
succeed, and animals suited to the community
of plants will live out their inconspicuous,
undemanding lives. Another generation of
Homo hubris will discover it, love it, be gentled
by it, and come to pin its faith in nature’s
immortality.

Director’s Desk
Instructions From the Future
by Karen Hudson, Executive Director
I was recently inspired by Justin Friesen, an 11
year-old actor, singer and environmental
educator from Halifax, Nova Scotia, who
recently attended the World Summit on
Sustainable Development in Johannesburg,
South Africa held August 26 - September 4,
2002. Justin, who calls himself ‘The Eco-Kid’
was selected by his peers at the International
Children’s Conference on the Environment
during May in Victoria, to present the
children’s challenges from that conference to
the world leaders at the Summit. I have
included this list to challenge Salt Spring
Islanders, only omitting sections that would
not pertain to our island. Says Justin “these are
challenges that the children of the world are
very concerned about. If the adults don’t start
thinking about the future there won’t be any
environment left for us kids to live in when we
grow up!”

Challenges to Salt Spring Islanders:
I. Water
•Be good environmental role models for
everyone. Conserve water by promoting the
use of organic farming, redesigning fuels so
that they don’t pollute water, collecting
rainwater for drinking and watering gardens,
encouraging the use of technologies that help
purify and/or conserve water, and supporting
environmental groups.
•Build biodegrading facilities like Solar
Aquatics.
•Do not clear cut, as it causes soil erosion.
•Find alternatives to oil.
•Create more environmental projects and
contests for kids.
•Put in place stronger laws and penalties
against industries, individuals and
corporations that pollute water. Fines should
be put in place and the money from the fines
should go towards cleaning up the water.
II. Climate Change
•Return the environment to what it was 300
years ago.
•Support the use of alternative transportation
such as biking, walking, public transportation
and car pooling, instead of driving.
•Limit the use of gas cars, make idling for

more than five minutes illegal, and limit the
number of cars per family.
•Make clear cut logging illegal and if you do log,
plant two trees for every tree you cut down.
•Give money for research on electric cars,
alternative energy and eco-friendly products and
technology.
•Use greener energy like solar, wind, biomass
and hydrogen. Ban non-green energy like fossil
fuels.
•Have more recycling and composting programs.
III. Healthy Children, Healthy Communities
•Make a lane for bikes and roller blades so that
people can exercise without using cars.
•Have clean, healthy plants,
animals and parks.
•Incorporate environmental
education into the school
curriculum. Encourage clean-ups
and more involvement in
environmental issues.
•Make sure that everybody is
healthy, has clean water and good
food, and a place to live.
•Stop destroying non-renewable
resources.
•Make stricter laws on the
environment.
•Keep your community clean and
children healthy by not using
pesticides and/or herbicides.
•Listen to each other, especially
children.
IV. Resource Conservation
•Stop cutting down trees without
replacing them.
•Create more efficient cars.
•Put a limit on how much fossil fuel we use.
•Protect our environment through keeping the
landmarks of the different cultures of the world
and banning clear-cutting.
•Protect fresh water from pollution by ensuring
that it is not wasted or misused by individuals.
•Tax people who waste non-renewable resources.
•Create protected areas and plant more trees.
•Find more sources of energy and use what we
have more efficiently.
•Invent solar energy, use bio-degradable products
and use buses, or carpools.
•Make and enforce new laws on conserving our
natural resources.
•Give tax breaks for environmentally friendly
products.

Shrimp
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Discussion Points Regarding BC Parks
Discussion Points regarding BC Parks Current
“Request for Qualifications” for Park Facility
Operations by Nora Layard

Background:
BC Parks initiated a province-wide “Request
for Qualifications” process in the summer to
establish a list of potential contractors who
“qualify” to bid on “Park Facility Operator”
services (e.g., campground and day use area
maintenance and fee collection) and other
park “operations” (e.g., “visitor services” (food,
recreation), interpretative services).Parks are
grouped in “bundles” within administrative
regions of the province The original closing
date on this process was September 23 but this
was extended to October 15. Detailed
information is available on the BC Parks
website http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/.

Southern Gulf Islands “Bundle”
of Parks:
•Bellhouse
•Burgoyne Bay
•Discovery Island
•Mount Maxwell
•Ruckle
•Wallace Island

•Bodega Ridge
•Dionisio Point
•Montague Harbour
•Pirates Cove
•Wakes Cove

Potential Points of Concern:
•The entire process is being conducted in a
rushed manner in the midst of major planned
changes in the roles of government agencies,
community interests and private businesses
with the management of park facilities and
operations (announcement in mid-summer
and short response time – what’s the rush?).
•This rushed
process unduly
favours a
limited
number of
those with
prior inside
knowledge and
gives
them an
inside
track on
subsequent opportunities
that may be established by the
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government – unfair competition
•This process is being undertaken prior to
completion of the Recreation Stewardship
Panel initiated by this government to address
fundamental issues concerning funding of
recreation within and beyond provincial parks
and which is reporting to government at the
end of November this year. (for more info on
the Panel, see: www.praxis.ca/recpanel ) The
recommendations of the Panel and the
subsequent decisions of government with
respect to the funding and provision of
recreation opportunities in the province will
have major implications on who may be
“qualified” for provision and maintenance of
recreation facilities and services (e.g., local
and/or provincial community or recreation
organizations, local government, private
businesses, individuals) and what fees may be
considered for use of parks (e.g., day use fees,
trail fees, commercial recreation users). A
“Request for Qualification” process should not
be initiated until the government has
established clear direction and groundrules –
that is, until government has announced how
it is going to act on the Panel’s
recommendations (i.e., the bureaucrats are in
front of the government on this issue).
•The bundling of parks into groups (for the
Southern Gulf Islands, 11 parks are included,
with Burgoyne Bay considered part of Mt
Maxwell) unduly favours larger enterprises, to
the detriment of local entrepreneurs and
organizations.
•The ten year term that is anticipated for Park
Facility Operators (as outlined in the Request
for Qualifications) “locks in” a limited number
of operators to set parks without sufficient
opportunity for fair competition and with a
term that does not necessarily reflect fair
security in relation to the capital investment
involved (i.e., the capital costs to provide
campground and day use facility management
services are by BC Parks estimate less than
$20,000 – an investment of this scale does not
warrant a ten year secure term).
•The Request for Qualification process is an
unfair, bureaucratic and inappropriate
“cookie-cutter” approach. It is ill-considered
and cannot address the diversity of existing
and potential park facilities and operational
(Continued on page 11)

Burgoyne Bay Park Update
Nora Layard
Over the past few months, the work of
creating new parks and beginning the
planning processes for their management
have started:
1.The Friends of Saltspring Parks Society
(FOSP) has been registered as a new society,
with a primary initial goal of being involved
with planning for the new parklands in
Burgoyne Bay. Representatives from many SSI
organizations, including the Conservancy,
have been involved in the creation of the new
society. The purpose is:
•To support the integrity and
appreciation of the natural environment and
cultural heritage of the parks and ecological
reserves of Salt Spring Island, initially
focussing on the Burgoyne Bay area.SSI
Conservancy members are encouraged to join
FOSP!
2. BC Parks is issuing an invitation to quote for
the preparation of a Background Report that
documents the natural and cultural features of
the Burgoyne Bay lands that it will administer.
FOSP is preparing a proposal to do this
report. If successful, FOSP will be calling
community meetings to share information.
The report, to be completed by March 31,
2003, will feed information into a formal
management planning process later in 2003. It
is in the latter process that proposals for the
use of the land will be formulated and decided
upon.
3.Earlier this spring, BC Parks commissioned a
Management Direction Statement for the
garry oak meadows purchased by The Nature
Trust of BC (TNT), together with the
previously existing Ecological Reserve. The
report and its recommendations are awaiting
final approval prior to implementation.
4.BC Parks will also be contracting for
research, signage and other planning work in
the Ecological Reserve and TNT lands.
5.CRD Parks is not yet actively engaged in a
planning process for their lands to the south
of Burgoyne Bay.
At the 1st annual meeting of the Friends of
Saltspring Parks Society (FOSP) it was

announced that FOSP has been awarded a
contract by BC Parks to do the background
report for Burgoyne Bay parklands. This
report will be a compilation of known
information about the lands around Burgoyne
Bay now managed by BC Parks, but not
including the ecoreserve or Nature Trust
lands. It will look at what cultural, natural and

recreational features are there now, in
preparation for a future management
planning process to set directions for the park.
Colin Rankin is project leader, with
coordinators Jacky Booth (ecological values),
Sam Sydneysmith (recreation values), Chris
Arnett (First Nations liaison), and Gary
Holman (community land use topics). A
public meeting will be held in the new year.
The new FOSP board is: Nora Layard (chair),
Patricia Lockie (vice-chair), Steve Grayson,
Tamar Griggs, Bill Harrington, Pat (Neddy)
Harris, Sally John, Paul Linton,Cora Platz,
Peter Prince, Linda Quiring, and Peter Young.
For more information, contact Nora at
537-4612.

Even Small Actions
Can Help!
Please remember to say “Community chest #58”
at Thrifty’s check out, and to put your receipt
into the Conservancy box at GVM. Every little
bit helps keep our programs running!
Thank You!
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Earth Charter
(Continued from page 1)
though, is not one big system but a fractal of
nested local systems. Each local system has its
own history of environmental change and its
own present conditions for life, and therefore
has its own life forms and interactions. Think
how different Salt Spring Island “nature” is
from neighbouring Vancouver Island. We
have no big predators, no river ecosystems, no
alpine species, many fewer plants, insects,
birds and small mammal species even in lookalike low elevation forests. We can see the
Cowichan hills from our homes, yet the
details of stewardship here necessarily will
differ from those .
The Earth Charter speaks of
stewardship as an essential process
of survival. And it is. Humanity is to
nature as a twig is to a tree; the wellbeing of the tree and its branches
are not different things. Still, we are
human, part of which is ownership
of a self-conscious, imaginative
brain. For us – and we may only
think ourselves unique – nature is
more than utility. It is beauty, which
nurtures art. It is mystery, which
nurtures science and religion,
though in opposite ways. Finally, nature is
meaning. Of all these things which make us
different, our intense, ongoing search for the
meaning of life may be the most crucial.
And so the goal of earth care is to keep alive
in living nature its usefulness, its beauty, its
mystery, and its meaning. To succeed, or fail,
in nature is to succeed, or fail, in ourselves.

Non-violence and Peace
Maggie Schubart
I’ve heard the Earth Charter called “a
motherhood document.” That’s appropriate:
it speaks of caring, of the way toward
goodness. It deals with generosity, awareness
and forbearance – simple virtues, complex in
their realization but crucial to family,
community, nation and planet alike.
We could find no better example of effective
non-violence than Ghandi’s miraculous
persuasion of his fellow Indians to take back
their country from British rule through passive
resistance, peaceful marches, and negotiation.
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We saw respect for these ideas here on our
Island when the recent crisis over the Texada
lands energized hundreds of people to nonviolent resistance. Creative responses like the
calendar, Briony’s impersonation of Lady
Godiva and Mort Ransen’s film,
supplementing tireless fundraising, increased
sympathy and awareness far beyond our
boundaries.
Another local instance: this is the birthplace
of SWOVA, Salt Spring Women Against
Violence and Abuse. It’s a program for
cultivating respect and avoidance of violence
in personal relationships and has earned
national recognition. It is teaching positive
techniques to counter the violence that
pervades television that has become common
in the news.
As far back as the Seventies Salt Spring voted
by over 90% in an officially organized poll
conducted parallel to the November elections
to be a nuclear-free zone. Shortly after that,
we organized the Peace Petition Caravan. It
started at this coast and went across Canada
gathering thousands of signatures advocating
nuclear disarmament. There were groups all
over the continent pressing for détente
between the Superpowers. What happened?
Just as the U.S. and the Soviet Union agreed
on a program of arms reduction, the Soviet
Union disintegrated and the Peace dividend
that we so naively and justifiably expected
evanesced into the coffers of the arms-makers.
This is discouraging to those who hope for a
better world. There are small, medium and
large wars erupting all over the planet. The
purported war on terrorism is used as an
excuse to deprive ordinary citizens of their
civil liberties. Missile defence in Space and
continent-wide defence of North America are
being discussed seriously. In our country
there is contention among all levels of
environmental matters and other points of
difference — a far cry from Peace.
How to keep hope alive?
First, refuse to become depressed. Save the
energy that depression would drain and invest
it in positive action at any or all levels.
Support a reformed and effective United
Nations where all countries will have a voice.
NATO or the U.S. alone have been elbowing
the U.N. aside. Their recent recipe has been
to militarize political situations, bomb and

despoil the countryside, kill civilians and
create refugees, then dump the mess on the
U.N.

The Way Forward

Second, and closer to home. Join one of
Canada’s many staunch Peace organizations.
Canadian Peace Alliance, End the Arms Race,
Project Ploughshares and Voice of Women are
just a few. Locally, SWOVA always welcomes
support. So does the Island Voice of Women
group. There is a Peace Circle that stands
vigil in Centennial Park every Friday at noon.
Swelling its numbers would be very
encouraging.

I have been asked to reflect on the words of
the previous presenters and indicate the way
forward. Where do we go from here? How do
we make the Earth Charter a vital part of our
every day life? We have just heard how we
need to RESPECT the earth and all life forms,
how we need to protect the integrity of the
earth’s ecological systems: that our world is
finite and we must adopt lifestyles that reflect
that reality. Irene Wright has commented on
the importance of justice and equality for all
and Maggie has enlightened us on the critical
issues facing us with regard to peace and nonviolence. The Charter tells us that “we must
recognize that peace is wholeness created by
right relationships with oneself, with other
people and cultures and other life, Earth, and
the larger whole of which we all are a part”.
For most of us this requires a change of mind
and heart. It requires that we fall in love with
the Earth. That we put the Earth first. We
have been conditioned always to consider our
own needs first, our warmth, our comfort. We
thoughtlessly idle our cars on the short ferry
runs, poisoning ourselves and others in
exchange for easy comfort.

Also, … read, … and educate others. Canada’s
own Peace magazine is heading towards its
thirtieth birthday and offers a cosmopolitan
view of world affairs. Ken Simons who grew up
here on Salt Spring Island, and whose parents
have been active in peace and justice causes
here, is a member of the staff. Timeline is
another very interesting and worthwhile
publication. The Foundation for Global
Community publishes this gem. That is the
group that implements the Walk Through
Time that many of us found thoughtprovoking when we experienced it last Fall.
Then there’s Yes Magazine published just
across the border on Whidbey Island. It
focuses on sustainable living. Every feature it
prints points in a positive direction. If you
haven’t read Gandhi’s autobiography, consider
doing so. It brought worthwhile insight to me
when I read it fifty years ago and continues to
do so.
Recently a friend came to have tea with me
and as often happens we got into the latest
escapade of the man who owns the property
next door. He visits frequently and his
presence is dynamic; he cuts down trees,
disputes boundaries, brings in heavy
equipment to disturb slide-prone soil. My
friend keeps a wary eye on all this disruption
and can’t help worrying what will happen
next, but she made a firm resolution to remain
calm and polite. “After all,” she said, “How
can I expect the Israelis and Palestinians to
make peace if I can’t cope with this guy?” This
seems like an individual application of what
the Charter says in these words: “Recognize
that peace is the wholeness created by right
relationships with oneself, other persons,
other cultures, other life, earth and the larger
whole of which we are all a part”.

Patricia Houston

The Earth Charter tells us that we are at a
critical moment in history; a time when
humanity must choose its future. It will be a
reference document for an entire generation
for an alternative world, for care and affection
for life, for the importance of the Indigenous
cause, the care of the homeless and the street
children, the role of tropical forests in our
lives, for clean air and water
and the preservation of
species, for
the
awareness
that
we must
all act as one
in the
preservation of the life of
the only planet we have.
We need a more holistic,
more profound ecology
which sees the human being
as part of a whole and is the
beginning of a more resolute
stage in the process of
retrieving our heritage of life on
earth.
(Continued on page 8)
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Peter Matthiessen Benefit a Success
– Karen Hudson
On October 27th, Peter Matthiessen, the
internationally acclaimed writer and naturalist,
spoke to a sold-out crowd at Artspring as a
fundraiser for the Salt Spring Island
Conservancy. Mr. Matthiessen came to Salt
Spring Island to speak about his latest book ,
“Birds of Heaven, Travels with Cranes”. Calling
himself a “craniac”, Matthiessen talked about
cranes, and his extensive travels around the
world to find these rare and elusive birds.
Mr. Matthiessen began by describing the
threatened whooping cranes of North
America, whose numbers once had
diminished to only 14 birds. In Wisconsin,
naturalists using ultra light aircraft continue to
guide flocks of domestically raised whooping
cranes along their historical migration route
all the way to Florida. This successful effort to
imprint the whooping cranes and introduce
the birds to their natural migratory routes has
helped to stabilize their numbers at 450. The
whooping crane
nesting sites in
Canada are
protected as
reserves.
Spanning the globe,
Mr. Matthiessen
shared his thoughts
and observations on
various cranes he has
researched in the
wild. In Asia, even
though the Siberian
cranes number
2,500, as compared
to the 450
Whooping cranes in
North America, Mr.
Matthiessen stated
that the Siberian cranes are in much greater
danger of extinction due to rapidly decreasing
numbers due to lack of protection. After
reading several passages from his book, Mr.
Matthiessen also shared stories from his trip to
research cranes in the Poyang Lakes region of
China, including a sighting of a rare whitenaped crane in an area affected by drought.
He also spoke of an odd paradise for cranes
found between North and South Korea in the
149 mile long demilitarized zone between the
8

countries. Cranes that exist there, previously
thought to be extinct, are now threatened by
the two countries working towards
reconciliation.
After a lengthy question and answer period,
Mr. Matthiessen honoured us further by
joining us in the lobby to sign 40 copies of his
new book. Ever the gracious gentleman, Mr
Matthiessen also took time to speak to
islanders who brought their own dog-eared
books for signatures. What he leaves us is not
only a great respect for those noble cranes, but
also for the man who has written of them.

Earth Charter
(Continued from page 7)
HUMAN FATE IS COLLECTIVE.
BELONGING TO THE PLANET MAKES US
ALL KIN. Every decision we make to act in a
certain way affects us all.
There are presently many wars going on in the
world, some 40 I have been told, but the real
war that all of us are involved in is the war of
humanity against unsustainable living. I love
the car bumper sticker that reads “Live simply
that others may simply live”. Yet, these are
difficult decisions to make in a culture that has
taught us that “he who has the most toys wins”.
The battle against unsustainable living is the
only one we can afford and it is only through
enlightened change that humanity can hope
to triumph. Otherwise, the planet will always
have the last word.
The way forward for each of us is to embrace
the challenge of the Earth Charter with
fervour and excitement. It is to know that all
of us who subscribe to these principles are
saying “YES, this is how we must live.” It is
knowing that if we put the Earth first our
collective actions will bring new life and health
to the planet, our community and ourselves.
I will end by quoting the last paragraph of the
Charter which says: “Let ours be a time for
reverence for life, the firm resolve to achieve
sustainability, the quickening of the struggle
for justice and peace, and the joyful
celebration of life.”
Good luck and blessings on you all as you
meet the challenges and the success of the way
forward.

Mt. Erskine Land Purchase
December 31 Fundraising Target Date
By Gary Holman
The campaign by the Salt Spring Island
Conservancy and the Trail and Nature Club
for the 50 acre Martin Williams property in the
Mt. Erskine area is coming to a head. With
recent donations from the Islands Trust Fund,
the Royal Canadian Legion and individuals,
total donations and pledges have now reached
over 75% of the $95,000 acquisition cost,
including related subdivision, legal and
fundraising expenses.

that we will have some good news to share on
these requests before the December 31 target
date. In the meantime, a strong
demonstration of support to the purchase
from SSI Conservancy and Trail and Nature
members is essential to secure commitments
from off-island agencies.
Anyone wanting information on the Williams
purchase should contact SSIC Board member
Charles Kahn (537-1899) or SSIC Executive
Director Karen Hudson (538-0318). A
detailed copy of the proposal is
available at the library and will be
on the SSI Conservancy website
http://
saltspring.gulfislands.com/
conservancy/
Pledge forms are available at the
Conservancy office in Upper
Ganges Centre and cheques can
be sent to the Conservancy at P.O.
Box 722, Salt Spring, V8K 2W3.
All donations of $20 of more
qualify for a charitable tax receipt.

Diatoms
The Williams property, which contains a
number of sensitive and rare ecosystems, and
the other lands around Mt. Erskine, are part of
a key area of interest for the Islands Trust
Fund within the South and West Salt Spring
Conservation Partnership area. The Trust
Fund will be one of the covenant holders of
the property, with The Land Conservancy of
BC (TLC).
Mr. Williams is also offering a trail easement
through the rest of his property to other
protected lands in the Mt. Erskine area,
including the Mt. Erskine Crown parcel and
the adjacent Trust Fund property which was
donated by Jack Fisher. Together with these
other conservation lands, the Williams
property would be part of a contiguous,
protected greenspace of almost 500 acres.
Funding from several other conservation
agencies has been requested, including the
Georgia Basin Ecosystem Initiative, and TLC’s
Salt Spring Appeal. Preliminary indications
from these groups are positive, and it is hoped

Rebel Flower
Do not say my name
As if in a silent world
Yours were the only words.
Say it, rather,
As if our voiceless multitude
Had names for you as well.
Do not say my name
As if, once bound to your
possession
You could barter it for admiration.
Say it, rather,
As if it made us kin,
Equal in the clan of the sun.
Do not say my name
As if you closed a door
To imprison every meaning.
Say it, rather,
As a way into a garden
Of infinite mystery.
Bob Weeden
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The Work That Reconnects
A week with Joanna Macy by Maggie Ziegler
“It is the destruction of the world in our own
lives that drives us half insane, and more than
half. To destroy that which we were given in
trust: how will we bear it?”
Wendell Berry

Wolf Eel

In 1983 I came across a newly released book
entitled Despair and Personal Power in the
Nuclear Age. The author, Joanna Macy,
examined the ways in which we defend
our own hearts and minds in a time of
environmental destruction and nuclear
proliferation. We avoid knowing the full
impact of the crisis that confronts us
because we believe we cannot bear it.
Out of fear, many of us engage in
strategies designed to keep ourselves in
a state of numb denial. As a result, we
feel powerless, alienated and politically
disengaged. And activists, who have
opened themselves to the reality of our
collective distress, struggle to keep their
defenses intact but too often succumb
to burn out, bitterness and cynicism.
The author argued that the route to an
empowered activism is through the pain
- that entering our fear, anger, sorrow
and despair enables to connect to our deepest
hopes and fears. We find that our hearts don’t
shatter. In fact, we break open to sources of
strength within ourselves. This work, that she
now calls the work that reconnects, enables us
to fully take our place in the interconnected
web of life on this planet and to find the
resources inside and outside of ourselves that
are required to act in a sustainable manner.
For almost 20 years, the ideas and vision of this
book have been deeply influential in my own
life and work. For a while I facilitated
workshops based on the exercises Joanna had
developed to access our distress and to heal
into the world. When I heard that Joanna was
doing a week long workshop on Salt Spring
Island this spring (thanks to the organizing
work of Judith Bradley and Maureen Wild), I
signed up immediately. Twenty four of us,
ranging in age from 21 to over 60,
participated in this residential retreat:
environmental activists and educators,
community organizers, trade unionists, antiglobalization and social justice activists,
ecopsychologists and seekers and healers of all
sorts.
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With wisdom and compassion Joanna created
an environment in which we could become
whole. Her respect and reverence for all life
drew each of us into a circle of acceptance and
possibility. In an astonishing week we cried,
laughed and raged together. Through
experiential exercises, dialogue, ritual and
silence we faced our terror, sense of
inadequacy, hopelessness and anguish. We
faced the knowledge that we may or may not
survive the disintegration of the fabric that
binds us all together and we connected to our
gratitude and appreciation for being alive in
this majestic world.
For example, in one exercise we sat in a circle.
In the middle were four objects: a stick
representing our anger, a stone for fear, a
broken branch with dying leaves for sorrow,
and an empty bowl for, in Joanna’s words, “
our sense of deprivation and need, our
hunger for what’s missing, our emptiness.”
Those who wished, could enter the circle,
move to any object and speak their truth while
the rest of us sat in silent support. This
naming and witnessing thawed frozen hearts
and brought us close together.
There was as much emphasis on thinking as
on feeling. Clear seeing is as important as a
softened heart. We applied our brains to an
analysis of the interconnectedness of all
beings, systems thinking, and the idea that we
are of the earth rather than separate from it.
We grappled with understanding the impact of
traditional notions of power on the beings of
the earth and with current problems such as
corporate globalization. We thought about
what could contribute to the “great turning,”
the shift from an industrial growth society to a
life sustaining one.
For Joanna there is no choice between
understanding the external conditions and
histories that have led to our current
condition and understanding our inner world.
Our selves cannot be separated from the
whole. Our pain is global and the solutions are
collective. At the same time, she honoured the
uniqueness of each of us. Joanna didn’t hold
back. She cried and raged with us, drew us
into her passionate and joyous love of life,
laughed and danced and played. She was
always available, always part of the circle. She
saw the best in each of us and reached to that

Work that Reconnects
(Continued from page 10)
place. We weren’t offered solutions but each
of us found new strength and resolve to
deepen our commitment to contributing what
we can to the creation of a more equitable and
sustainable world.
To find out more about Joanna’s work have a
look at the revised and expanded version of
that first book: Coming Back to Life: Practices to
Reconnect Our Lives, Our World. (1998). To
know more about the world view that informs
her approach, pick up World as Lover, World as

Discussion Points

Self. (1991). And for a glimpse of the woman
now in her seventies who can still rock into the
night with the young folk, read her memoir,
Widening Circles (2000).
For myself, my deep gratitude for this
experience led me to want to share the power
of this work. If you are interested in attending
a free one day or weekend workshop for local
environmental and social justice activists
please contact me. (Tel: 653-9482 or email:
mziegler@saltspring.com.)

(Continued from page 4)

service provision needs and opportunities
across the province. In the Southern Gulf
Islands, for example, many of the parks are
marine focused and located on different
islands, there are several newly established
parks with limited services and no
management plans, and the creation of a
Southern Gulf Islands National Park Reserve
and transfer of PMHL (Pacific Marine
Heritage Legacy) park lands between federal
and provincial jurisdictions raise many
uncertainties and issues with respect to issuing
long-term Park Facility Operator contracts.

Potential Suggested Actions:
•Do not proceed with the Request for
Qualification process until the government
has acted on the Recreation Stewardship
Panel recommendations at the end of this
year.
•Withdraw the Southern Gulf Islands “bundle”
of parks from the Request for Qualification
process until clear direction for provision of
appropriate and desired recreation facilities
has been established – involving provincial,
regional and national parks and other

government agencies, First Nations, and local
communities (i.e., at least until interim
management plans have been approved for all
involved provincial parks and the national
park reserve).
•For existing park facilities and contracted
operations, review contracting arrangements
and, if necessary and appropriate, renew for a
maximum of three years to allow sufficient
time for preparation and approval of park and
recreation management plans that take into
consideration the entire Southern Gulf Island
sub-region.
•Work more closely with local organizations
(community NGOs, Chambers of Commerce,
First Nations) to establish a clear and fair
process for contracting park recreation
facilities and services before initiating a revised
process.

Suggested people to send your concerns to:
1. Joyce Murray, Minister of Water, Land and
Air Protection
2. John Block, Director of Operations (?), BC
Parks
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SSI Conservancy Volunteers
Compiled by Karen Hudson
Volunteers are the core of the Salt Spring
Island Conservancy. I would like to
acknowledge some of our wonderful
volunteers who have been working behind the
scenes recently:
Saturday Market: A huge thanks to Ruth
Tarasoff for coordinating the Garden Bench
Raffle this summer which included
transporting the bench around town, working
numerous shifts and managing all of the
tickets. Thank you to Peter Lamb & Jean
Gelwicks who also carted the bench around
and did several shifts, and to all of the
volunteers including Charles & Gloria
Dorworth, Ann Richardson, Doug Wilkins &
Sharon Glover, Samantha & Ian Beare, Maggie
Ziegler & Phil Vernon, Maureen Milburn,
Cara Joy Hughes, Nancy Holcroft, Andrea
Rankin, Mallory Pred, Di Setterfield, Donna
De Hahn, Irene Wright, Sam Tarasoff, Bob &
Helen Nation, Ailsa Pearse, Sharon
McCullough, and Nancy Braithwaite. Thanks
also to James Falcon for getting up at the dawn
to save our spot in the aisle. In addition to the
raffle tickets sold by the volunteers mentioned
above, tickets were also sold by: Jim Spencer,
Jill Thomas, Robin Annschild, Maureen
Bendick, Gary Holman, Andrew Lewis, Bob
Weeden, and Erin Mullan. By the way, Bruce
Filan of Victoria won the bench.
Webmaster: Thanks to Damien Barstead for
helping with our website.
Office: The newest face in the Salt Spring
Island Conservancy office are those of Bob
Nation and Jim
Spencer. Bob
volunteers in the
Conservancy office on
Wednesday mornings,
Jim on Friday
mornings. They
respond to phone and
email messages, and have
updated several
Conservancy
brochures.
Bob has also
helped
immensely
this summer
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by assisting
with
registration
for our
Tourist In
Your Own
Backyard
series,
assisting with
various
fundraising
appeals, and
helping to
coordinate
volunteers for
Black-crowned Night-Heron
our summer
fundraising
events. Thank you, Bob and Jim!! Thanks also
to Cedar de Trey for his help in the office.
Grant Writer: Thanks to Marilyn ThadenDexter for writing a proposal for funds to help
land acquisition.
Garage Sale: Thank you to Jean Gelwicks and
Peter Lamb; hosts of the event, as well as Cara
Joy Hughes, Maureen Bendick, Bob & Helen
Nation, Nora Layard, Samantha & Ian Beare,
Bob Weeden, John & Heather Neville, Ann
Richardson, Maggie Ziegler& Phil Vernon,
Alicia Herbert, and everyone else who donated
merchandise, came by to make a purchase, or
helped out. You all made our first annual sale
a great success.
Anonymous: Thank you for making and
donating the Country Quilt for our Fall raffle.
Fall Fair Booth: Thanks for another great fair:
Samantha & Ian Beare, Ann Richardson,
Damien Barstead, Nora Layard, Cara Joy
Hughes, Ruth & Sam Tarasoff, Gary Holman,
Bob Weeden, Mina Lee Johnston, Maureen
Moore, Andrew Lewis, Nancy Braithwaite,
Doug Wilkins, Sharon Glover, and Andrea
Rankin.
The Salt Spring Island Conservancy is
constantly at work promoting land
stewardship, hosting regular educational
events, and covenanting lands on Salt Spring
Island. There are many roles for students,
retirees, and workers for committees,
fundraisers and photographers. We need more
help in our office, as well as a few more hands
at educational events. What ever way you want
to help, we have a role for you. Please contact
us at 538-0318 to inquire about these and
other volunteers opportunities.

Heartfelt Thanks!
… to members and friends who supported our
Annual Appeal for operating funds. Between
mid-June and 31 August the Appeal brought in
$7,300, which is a fabulous financial boost.
Our sincerest gratitude goes to:
Diana Angus
Liz Armour
Mary Ashworth
Harold Atkinson
Rich & Phyllis Atwood
Bob & Betty Ball
Gordon & Bianca Barnes
Brigit & Bob Bateman
Lois & Stuart Beattie
Maureen Bendick
Sheri Berkowitz
Merle Box
Meg Buckley
Pat & Grace Byrne
Simon & Anne Camping
Tom & Joanne Cartwright
Edward & Laurie Cowell
Dorothy Cutting
Nancy & David Denovan
Dick & Vivienne Dobell
Gloria & Charles Dorworth
Rosamund & Jerome Dupuy
Jean Elder
Derek Emmerson
Brian Finnemore
Jack Fisher
Venu Fitzgerald
Bristol Foster
E. Margaret Fulton
Edna Gatt
Tom Gossett
Ganges Floor Coverings
Jonathan & Michelle Grant
Anna Haltrecht
Stan Hamer
John & Alicia Herbert
Nancy & Ronald Holcroft
Gary Holman
Judith Hurd
Joseph & Melitta Kandler
Lynda Laushway
Nora Layard
Philip & June Mason
Pat & David Massy
Marianna Middleberg
Tom Mitchell
Frank & Tina Moore
Neil Morie

Art Morton
Dr. John Mowbray
Katherine Nonesuch
Victoria Olchowecki
Harold & Gladys Page
Ailsa Pearse
Harry & Joyce Pickstone
Fred & Nancy Powell
Linda Quiring
LynneRaymond
& Arthur Black
Shirley Robertson
Maggie Schubart
Diana Setterfield
Eva & Jim Spencer
Greg Spendjian
Lucie Stuart
Mel & Alison Sumner
Ruth & Sam Tarasoff
Melanie Thompson
Christine Torgrimson
Mary & Manson Toynbee
Bev & Bob Unger
Bob & Judy Weeden
Bob & Audrey Wild
Dick & Jill Willmott

Australian
Gannets

We pray that this list is complete – please tell
us if it isn’t. Note that people who gave before
mid-June, or after 31 August, are not (rather
arbitrarily!) considered to have responded to
Appeal mailings.
Bob Weeden

Mower Thanks
One pleasure you can count on to colour life
again and again is to thank someone for a
good deed.
Right now I want to thank Alan Robertson for
donating an Astra 2000 Colour Scanner to the
office, plugging one more hole in our system
of electronic communications equipment.
As well, here’s a triple-decker: our thanks to
Ted Harrison and Susan Evans for donating a
meadow mower, to Charles Dorworth for
selling it, and to Bob Stimpson for buying it.
Bob Weeden
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Featured Artist – David Denning
As a high school student, David Denning was inspired into nature study
through school field trips to the California coast. After obtaining a degree in
organic chemistry, he joined his high school biology teacher, Bruce Russell, in
making films for biology education. Thirty years later the two are still teamed
up producing multimedia for biology through BioMEDIA ASSOCIATES (on
the web at www.ebiomedia.com).
David is particularly interested in the living world of the small. He claims that
over 99% of all living organisms, and 90% of all species, are smaller than a
dime. Among his goals are to reveal that world of microlife in dramatic images,
and to educate people about the beauty, natural history and evolution of all
living organisms.
As a naturalist, he is largely marine-oriented. He was public education
coordinator at Bamfield Marine Station for 4 years, and he has been on-board
naturalist for sailboat ecotourism all along the BC coast as well as in Belize and
the South Pacific. He is always flogging the merits of an obscure group of
animals called Bryozoans, and he loves nudibranchs. Another pet project is to
explore the fascinating surfaces of sea stars and other echinoderms, as the
photos on this page reveal.
A resident of Saltspring Island for nine years, David enjoys kayaking with his
partner, Deborah Miller, from their front doorstep on Booth Canal. You might
see them in a white double kayak accompanied by their boat-loving Jack Russell
terrier, Ginger.

David Denning is the most recent in an impressive series of artists who have
decorated the Conservancy’s Acorn with sketches and photos. Since the
feature began with Vol. 7 in September 1998, we have enjoyed the creations of
Jack Avison, Robert Bateman, John Curran, Peter Eyles, Peggy Frank, Howard
Fry, Jonathan Grant, Donald Gunn, Fenwick Lansdowne, Rosemary Partridge,
Briony Penn (twice), Doug Penhale, Osman Phillips, Glen Smith, and Diana
Thompson. They have all helped us to celebrate life and lively environments
we try so earnestly to save.

Items needed by the
Salt Spring Island Conservancy:
Donations of any of the following would be gratefully appreciated.
Office items
Ergonomic Chairs
56 k. modem
Computer desks
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Household Items
Vacuum Cleaner
Small refrigerator

Other Items
GPS Unit
Digital Camera
Laptop Computer

Two Answers
Bob Weeden
The river gathers itself along the outer arc
of a graceful swing past low ridges and limey
cliffs. Paddles at rest, we let the strong water
carry us. We are as quiet as the day, drinking
every smell, every audible or visible thing.
“Why do we love to do this kind of thing?”
As I ask, I have no answer in mind. Looking
again at the cliffs, the emerald plants, I try out
an answer.
“This wild country is so elemental,” I say.
“Enduring rock. Sun. Air. Water. Soil. Life,
green and brown.”
Then I contradict myself: “But it isn’t
simple,” I say, “Or not only simple. It is really
so complicated that no life, no sum of human
lifetimes, can know it completely.”
And, finally, I add this: “I guess I like the
order, which lets me hope I could understand
it, and the complexity that makes it ultimately
mysterious.”
Judy has been quiet. Then she says, “I love

the beauty. That’s more to me than how it
works.”
We talk some more. Judy talks about the
different scales and kinds of beauty she sees here.
The subtle lines of horizons. The arrangement
of middle landscapes. The play of grain
in a stump, the agony of a tree rooted in
rock, the color of beach stone.
Reminded by me of our small
competitions over names of plants and
birds, she admits the scientist in herself.
Reminded by her, I confess to times
when my eyes mist and my breath
catches at the sheer loveliness of this
Earth.
Two answers:
“Mystery,” I say, “and beauty.”
“Beauty,” she says, “and mystery.”
Note to Readers: This is the third vignette from
Bob and Judy’s 2001 canoe trip down the Horton
River, NWT to appear in the Acorn.

the Acorn is the newsletter of the Salt Spring Island Conservancy, a local, non-profit society supporting and enabling voluntary preservation and restoration of the natural environment of Salt Spring Island and surrounding waters. We welcome your feedback and
contributions, by email to ssiconservancy@saltspring.com or by regular mail. Opinions expressed here are the authours’, not subject to
Conservancy approval.
Editor (this issue): Bob
Weeden
Layout: Rachel Bevington

Board of Directors:
Samantha Beare (Treasurer)
Maureen Bendick (VicePresident)
Charles Dorworth
Jean Gelwicks
Peter Lamb
Ruth Tarasoff
Jill Thomas (Secretary)
Doug Wilkins
Bob Weeden (President)
Maggie Ziegler
the Salt Spring Island
Conservancy
#203 Upper Ganges Center,
338 Lower Ganges Rd.
Of fice hours: Mon/Wed/Fri,
9am - 11am
Phone: (250) 538-0318
Fax: (250)538-0319
Email:
ssiconservancy@saltspring.com
Web site:
saltspring.gulfislands.com/
conservancy/

Membership Application
Individual

$15

Family

$20

Underemployed

$10

Name:
Address:

Postal Code:
Phone:

Fax:

email:
Please email the Acorn to me.

Donations
Tax deductible receipts are provided for every
donation over $20.
In addition to my $15-20 membership fee, I have
enclosed my donation in the amount of:
$25

$50

Other________

$100

Participation
I would like to participate in the work of the Conservancy by volunteering in the following way(s):







Research
Land restoration
Office work
Site evaluation and habitat identification
Computer work

 Mapping
 Fund raising
 Specific educational programs (your ideas
welcome)

 Joining the Board of Directors (this Board is
active, not passive)

 Other (your suggestions)
the Salt Spring Island

Co n s e r v a n c y
Ganges PO Box 722
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