www.saltspringconservancy.ca

Number 61

The Newsletter of the Salt Spring Island Conservancy

Summer 2016

Celebrating people
Inside:
Celebrating people ............................................................................ 4
President’s page ................................................................................... 2
Director’s desk ...................................................................................... 3
STEWARDSHIP:

Land stewardship on Bullock lakeshore ............................... 7
Upcoming events ......................................................................... 12
Notes from the field........................................................................ 8

INSIDE THE CONSERVANCY:

Board candidate bios .................................................................... 9.

SPECIES AT RISK:

Bad news for bats .........................................................................10.
Sea star wasting syndrome ........................................................ 8.
Essentials ..............................................................................................11

2

The Acorn ~ Newsletter of the Salt Spring Island Conservancy

President’s Page

The precious circle of giving
“We make a living by what
we get,” Winston Churchill
remarked, “and make a life
of what we give.”
How’s that for finding
meaning in that monstrous
complexity we call the
economy? One part is the
familiar, exhaustively measured value of everything we
buy and sell to earn a living.
The other part, often forgotten, is the time and money given to kin and community.
How big is the neglected part? Just last week I read that
the dollar value of volunteer time and money donated
to US charitable groups will be close to $8 trillion over
the next 20 years. And that doesn’t count gifts to groups
without charitable tax status, or to family and friends.
Our Conservancy is a tiny way station in this circle of
giving, but to us the time, skill, and money given is
crucial. We wouldn’t exist without it.
This ACORN celebrates giving. We have sampled our
scores of volunteers to put real faces to the very real gifts
we receive. Reading these sketches made me realize how
many millions of people share my own life experience,
which is that giving and getting can be so mixed up, often
in the same act, that a strict accounting is futile.
I admit that my first quarter-century is easily pigeonholed:
it was all receiving. In 1959, though, in giddying succession I left school, married, got a job, joined a new community, and committed to my first volunteering project.
The accounts got confusing.
Churchill would have looked at my life and said, “You
made a living from a state agency that paid you to study
birds and make conservation recommendations, and from
a university that paid you to teach natural resource stewardship. You made a life by volunteering for non-profit
conservation groups. Simple.”
Well, I’m closer to me than Mr. Churchill was, and it
seems more of a puzzle than that. Family and friendships
aside for the moment, my life has a strong theme (love
of nature) and a consequence (advocating for good stewardship). Jobs and volunteering are pieces of that whole,
tightly connected to each other. For instance, while being
paid to study game birds by day I argued, off-hours,
against a dam on the Yukon River that would have flooded

a bird nesting area of continental importance. My work
with the state agency and my preparations to teach students about natural resource policies made my conservation volunteering more effective. State-level involvement
led to volunteering at the national level; I never went to a
conservation meeting “Outside” (of Alaska) that did not
result in a story worth reporting to my students. Much
of what I experienced on the job and while volunteering
I passed on to readers of stuff I wrote for the satisfaction
of it.
In short, every piece of life involved giving and getting
simultaneously. Today, 26 years into retirement, still
giving and getting, I’m still confused as to which is which.
Call me a volunteer for the Conservancy if you like, and
I’ll agree. I haven’t gotten a paycheck yet. I give time to the
outfit, but Holy Smoke! What I get in return! Don’t expect
me to tell you, though. You might send a bill.
Lewis Hyde (“The Gift”) wrote that a gift must be given
away. Time must elapse, the giving perhaps grown dim.
Then something comes to the giver, not the same as that
which was given, and often not from the one to whom you
gave. The circle is closed. The community is defined. It is
not the same circle as is defined by commodity exchange.
The circle of giving is one of spontaneity and generosity;
the circle of trade is one of indifference and calculation.
And here is Walt Whitman:
“The gift is to the giver, and comes back most to him – it
cannot fail.”
—Bob Weeden, Board President

CONSERVANCY PEOPLE

“I had a wonderful time volunteering with the
Conservancy and couldn’t have asked for
a better experience.”
– from the Volunteer Survey
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It’s the people…
Those dedicated to conservation are sometimes criticized about a perceived lack
of care about people: that we
are just “nature nuts.” That
has always seemed a strange
contradiction to me.
Since my early 20s, I’ve been
working for conservation in
various ways—from protesting the bombing of Amchitka
Island to trying to control
subdivision development in fertile mountain valleys, from
working with farmers and ranchers on tax incentives to
help keep land in farming and ranching to working with
hundreds of organizations, businesses and governments
to protect the Yellowstone to Yukon wildlife corridor.
Now, as someone says, I’m serving as the “gros legume” at
the Salt Spring Island Conservancy.
We at the Conservancy work with people to protect the
land, waters and wildlife of Salt Spring Island—pure
and simple. That “we” includes over 400 members, plus
about that many other donors and supporters, all including about 150 volunteers. These people give their time
and money to help sustain the island’s environmental
integrity. We understand that beautiful, healthy land and
waters are not only important for their own sake, but also
for the creatures who depend on them—including us.
And as you’ll see in later in the Acorn, our dedicated volunteers are very happy doing this work.
Willing landowners, who love the land and wildlife and
also benefit greatly from it, are essential to any of the
land protection initiatives we advance: whether nature
reserves, conservation covenants, or more simple stewardship agreements. Those landowners, in fact, have
contributed about half the average value of all 7 nature
reserves over the years, as well as almost 800 acres in conservation covenants and about another 400 acres in stewardship agreements.
Our 150 volunteers dedicated about a whopping 6,500
hours to the Conservancy in 2015—planting native seeds
and plants, creating stream restoration sites, helping
young students learn about nature in the field, serving on
the board of directors, mailing newsletters, cutting weeds,
doing fieldwork and mapping, taking photographs, and
more. If we averaged the value of that volunteer work at
a modest $30/hour (those with considerable training and

life experience can charge many times that), the dollar
value would be over $200,000!
Twenty-one years ago, a group of 6 volunteers, who
wanted to protect key areas of the island for nature’s sake
and for people to enjoy, founded the Conservancy. Over
those two decades, an ever-changing board of 10-15 dedicated volunteers have carried their creation forward, supported by paid staff—now at five—plus a team of expert
consultants. As the Conservancy excelled at protecting
land and attracting grants to support it, the staff and consulting team grew over the years, as did the Conservancy’s
ability to learn a great deal about the island environment
and work effectively to protect it—with almost 2,000
acres protect by the Conservancy now, and about another
2,000 acres protected in collaboration with partner
organizations.
About 2 years ago, an incredibly generous donor gifted
the Conservancy its beautiful, energy-efficient building at Blackburn Lake Nature Reserve. The builder, contractor and vendors all pitched in with donated time and
materials, and an amazing team of volunteers rolled up
their sleeves to help complete the project. The Salt Spring
Island Foundation, Green City Builders and a handful
of donors then collectively donated a solar system, and
an industrious team of volunteers helped naturalize the
landscape around the building.
Generous, caring people have accomplished all of this
work over the past 21 years—and these people continue
to devote their hearts and hands to the land, waters and
wildlife of the island, as well as to the Conservancy organization. Without them, none of this would have been
achieved. We celebrate all of you in this issue of the Acorn!
—Christine Torgrimson, Executive Director

CONSERVANCY PEOPLE

“…I do always feel that my contribution
is highly valued and that’s nice.”
– from the Volunteer Survey
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Celebrating people
People are the precious core of the Salt Spring Island
Conservancy. The organization runs on the energy, the
generosity, and the talents of people. Last year volunteers contributed over 6,500 hours to the Conservancy.
To find out more about our volunteers’ experience, we
designed an online survey which we sent to 126 volunteers who had contributed last year and also had an
email address. We received 48 responses, which is a high
response rate of 38%.

Bob Weeden

We were gratified to see the responses:
• All volunteers rated their experience at the Conservancy
positively, with 74% rated it as very satisfying.
• 98% of the people felt that their contribution was valued.
We asked if there was anything else volunteers wanted
to tell us. Throughout this article you’ll see some of their
comments.

to click and read the timer. Arithmetic gave them the rate
of flow. Meanwhile, another pair measured stream width
and average depth – with much splashing and giggling.
The mentor helped them estimate volume of flow in cubic
feet per second. Other kids mapped shallows, estimated
gravel sizes, looked for undercut and deposit banks, and
turned stones over to find insect larvae.
You’ve never seen such raptly attentive and busy youngsters! Their faces glowed to rival the spring sunlight.
Around us the new maple leaves whispered as they
unfolded. Newly arrived warblers told us of their contentment with the world – their world, and ours, too.

Former Alaskan biologist, professor, and conservationist,
I retired in 1990 to Salt Spring Island, planted an orchard,
and volunteered for the Island Arts Centre Society (director, 1992-2002). Today I am an emerging writer and submerging elder.

Anna Ford

The Conservancy is my cup of tea, letting me combine
my love of nature with a chance to help shape the island
community. In SSI Conservancy I’ve been a director since
1996 and served as Acorn editor, vice-president, and president (8 years).
One incident glows in memory from these 20 years of
volunteering. On a sunny May morning children from
Salt Spring Island Elementary School clustered around
a mentor beside a stream flowing into Ford Lake. She
explained that careful observations could give valuable
information for stream stewardship, and began to engage
the children in various activities. One pair of youngsters separated, one going upstream with a dry stick and
stopwatch, the other positioning himself 100 feet downstream. The girl dropped the stick in mid-current and
clicked the watch. A shout from the catcher signaled her

I’m a newcomer to Salt Spring. I was born in Vancouver
but taught English at university in Alberta for many years.
I also worked as a volunteer there in planting urban community gardens as well as permaculture projects, including a short-term project in Cuba.
It’s easy to feel helpless amid intractable global environmental problems, but volunteering with the Conservancy
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helps to restore my sense of what can be done by a committed group of people.
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Dan Cronin

During the past year, I have been amazed to witness the
progress that is being made in renewing this damaged
landscape and returning native flora and fauna to the land.
As a volunteer I have taken part in various kinds of planting and seed-gathering activities, anything that involves
a bit of sweat, a shovel, and mulch. My favorite occasion
was the “deer whispering” activity to move the deer out
of a newly planted area. Repeatedly, we formed a line and
moved forward and the deer outmaneuvered us and came
in behind. Frustrating, but admittedly comic.

Nora Layard

I am semi-retired, working as a community bus driver,
after commuting to Victoria while raising a family here
on our beautiful island. Seeing the loss of natural areas all
around us makes us value the work of the SSI Conservancy.
We make a small monthly contribution and occasionally
volunteer at the fascinating and wonderful Blackburn
reserve. As a reserve warden, I walk through the reserve
and inspect the fences with my wife Ann. The volunteering events have all been well organized and effective. I
especially enjoyed the workshop for propagating native
woody plants which I plan put to use on my own.

Cara Goddard
Almost as soon as my feet landed back on Salt Spring in
1997 one of the founding members of the Conservancy
“invited” me to help with an educational event. Or should
I say, twisted my arm! It was always hard to refuse her
requests! That one-time event led to several years of enjoyment and involvement with various early Conservancy
activities that helped it grow and mature towards the
strong organization it is today. Life changed and for many
years now I have not been a regular volunteer. Then, last
year I wanted to add my small help to the dream of a permanent home at Blackburn Lake and so I donned work
clothes and picked up my paintbrush and headed to the
paint-a-thons. When you see the finished trim think of
the fun we had staining and painting!
What do I get out of volunteering for the Conservancy?
This is a threefold answer: my small contributions add
a bit of momentum to the effort to protect Salt Spring’s
precious ecosystems; it’s fun (and everyone works hard
to make it so); and, my volunteer efforts across the community add meaning to my life. If you have not tried it,
please do!

I do a lot of seasonal work so I can travel and enjoy the
natural world as much as possible. I spend a lot of time
living in a van and tree planting, mostly in BC.
I am involved in the Conservancy because I wanted to
learn more about the natural systems in my community
and how I could have a more beneficial and informed
relationship with them. I also wanted to meet people who
had similar interests.
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I am a warden for the Blackburn Reserve. Susan often
recruits me for planting projects as well. I helped clean
up construction materials as the building was being constructed and even attempted to herd the deer out of a sensitive, freshly planted wetland area with a group of other
volunteers in the form of a human chain.
I think I am most appreciative of being invited to participate in the riparian restoration workshop lead by Dave
Polster. A group of us restored the stability of two banks
on the creek using willow cuttings. The banks had been
severely undercut and eroded by fast flowing water in the
winter. I learned so much. It completely opened my eyes
up to our ability to enable natural systems to restore and
heal the scars left on the earth after both small-scale and
even large industrial projects have disrupted the ecosystem. I was so inspired that the night after the workshop,
I started my own restoration project (with the help of
friends and family), on my Dad's property just upstream
from the Blackburn reserve.

INSIDE THE CONSERVANCY

helped run the nursery. I was a fitness teacher for many
years and then began teaching yoga and am now on the
faculty of the Yoga Teacher Training Program at the Salt
Spring Centre of Yoga Centre. Because I have a deep
respect and love of nature and want to protect it, I became
involved with the Conservancy. I have been involved in
the Conservancy in small ways, helping in the office. I
really enjoy talking to people in my job of asking people
to renew their memberships.

Jean Wilkinson

Brian and Kishori Hutchings
I’ve lived on the BC coast my whole life, and love the
natural beauty that surrounds us here. Environmental
issues have been a long-standing interest of mine, and
I was part of the effort that stopped extensive industrial
development in the Squamish River estuary.

They are like many couples where both partners volunteer
for the Conservancy.
Brian: I am a forester by education and have run both
a construction/finishing carpentry business and a plant
nursery. My motivation for being involved with the
Conservancy is to save the many beautiful spaces for
plants and animals on Salt Spring. I have been involved
in the Conservancy in a variety of ways including carpentry, plant identification and donation, in stewardship
visits and consultation of where and when to plant different trees, etc. I was also involved with the plantings at
Blackburn Lake. My favourite memory is working with
the team when the golf shed was re-roofed.
Kishori: Aside from looking after a home and child rearing,
I worked as manager in retail and other businesses. I also

In 2009 my husband and I retired to Salt Spring, drawn
by its rural landscape and strong feeling of community.
The neighbourhoods looked similar to those of my childhood north of Nanaimo, now covered with subdivisions
and shopping malls. However, changes were evident in
the region’s vegetation. When I was a kid there was quite a
bit of blackberry and broom, but not masses of ivy scrambling up trees and smothering native plants. I saw that
spurge laurel, lamium and periwinkle were spreading
aggressively through our property and other areas, outcompeting the local ferns and wildflowers.
I contacted the Conservancy, and joined the Stewardship
Committee, where I met terrific people who shared
my love of nature and desire to protect native species
and habitats. I enjoy working with them to share information on preventing the spread of invasive weeds and
the benefits of restoring landscapes and gardening with
native plants. Seeing the Blue-eyed Mary flowers, Oregon
grape and other wild plants now flourishing on a hill-side
we’d cleared of broom a few years ago is pretty satisfying!
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As a former elementary school teacher I also enjoy spending time outside with students and other adults in the
Conservancy’s Stewards in Training program. Sharing some
knowledge and a passion for the natural world with the
next generation will, I hope, help protect local eco-systems
into the future

Harry Bardal

I started a business in Vancouver’s Yaletown in 1986.
It was an exciting time, and businesses were growing in
step with the province’s growth. Over a 30-year career, I
have produced design and interactive work for dozens of
Vancouver enterprises like Happy Planet Foods, Maiden
Pacific Holidays, and The Vancouver Trade and Convention
Centre.
Since 2004 I have been happily married to Joan. We
moved to Salt Spring in 2010. In short order came Dex the
dog and a Conservancy membership. We both admire the
Conservancy’s work and wanted to participate and contribute. I design and assemble the Acorn, and with Joan,
we are keen followers of the Conservancy’s great strides.
As a computer nerd, my great enjoyment comes at the
keyboard. It’s a fast medium. My hope and challenge—
adapt a fast medium to a slow message—a voice and
advocacy for nature.
CONSERVANCY PEOPLE

“I felt very happy volunteering. It was very
rewarding. It feels so good to be part of an
enthusiastic intelligent team!”
– from the Volunteer Survey
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Land stewardship on
Bullock lakeshore
Zack Hemstreet and Molly Wilson moved to Bullock
Lake Farm in 2010, and their family has grown with the
addition of their daughter, Larkin, a year and a half ago.
They are deeply connected to their land, producing food
and flowers in their market garden, which supports a
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program and
provides produce at the Saturday and Tuesday markets.
In addition to growing mixed vegetables and the most
amazing flowers, they also grow pastured pork, poultry
and lamb. They are involved with pioneering agricultural studies.
They also care deeply about the natural areas on their land
and the habitat they provide for wildlife. They treasure
the native vegetation along the lakeshore of Bullock Lake
and the wetlands above the lake, which provide homes for
amphibians, songbirds and bats. Zack and Molly protect
these sensitive areas by maintaining their fences to keep
livestock out. They encourage the mixed hedgerows next
to their agricultural fields which provide habitat for a wide
range of birds, including many that help control insects on
their farm. To date, 56 bird species have been observed on
their property, including owls such as Northern Pygmyowl and Great Horned owl. Encouraging a diverse range
of habitat including lakeshore, open fields and hedgerows
supports the many numbers of species which share the
land with them.
Zack and Molly have worked with the Salt Spring Island
Conservancy to allow experts to survey their lands
for Species at Risk, including Western Painted Turtles
which are found on Bullock Lake. They recently had a
stewardship visit from the Conservancy to help them
learn about the native animals and plants found on
their land and to provide ideas about ways to steward
their land with good management practices. Zack and
Molly have signed a voluntary Stewardship Agreement,
agreeing, to protect native ecosystems, support wildlife
habitat and conserve water on their 24-acre property.

8

The Acorn ~ Newsletter of the Salt Spring Island Conservancy

INSIDE THE CONSERVANCY

Sea Star wasting syndrome

Intensive research has revealed that densovirus causes the
bodies of the sea stars and sea cucumbers to disintegrate.
However, this virus is common and has been present since
the 1940’s.
The compounding reasons for the epidemic remain elusive.
Recent studies tie the change in fecundity to higher
ocean temperatures, although there could be many reasons
working against the soft bodied invertebrates. Toxins, a
pathogen, pollution, Fukushima radiation, global warming,
increased ocean acidity or simply a cyclical pattern of
change have all been suggested as reasons. Any changes
in ocean chemistry could cause such reactions in the food
chain. Since the ocean is so susceptible to human impact,
it is important to pay attention to these warning signs in a
keystone species like sea stars.

The Sea Star Wasting Syndrome has had a major impact
in the starfish populations up and down the Pacific Coast
from Mexico to Alaska. Beginning in 2013, divers, fishers
and scientists began to notice that the legs of all species of
sea stars were appearing to melt away.
Intensive attention and investigation revealed that whole
populations were susceptible and disappearing under our
noses. In response, scientists all up and down the coast
began to collaborate and share data in an effort to better
understand the die-off. Now, the combined efforts show
that the epidemic wiped out 90% of some populations, one
of the largest recorded wildlife die-offs in recent history.

Last summer, off Fernwood dock, there were all colours of
sea star, white and pale orange sunflower stars, orange and
purple sea stars and leather stars. This year you will just
find a few purple Pisaster ochraceus clinging to the pylons.
I counted five juvenile Pisaster and I am going to be sure to
count again later this summer.
With each new day for the sea stars and also for scientists,
the path forward is still unknown. With sea star recovery,
we may witness the uplifting resilience of nature in action,
or with continued mortality, we may be learning how
marine populations fail in the face of such relentless pollution pressures. We may all be sailing into uncharted waters
if the sea stars do not recover, as no one knows what will
happen to these ecosystems if this top predator longer exists.

After three years, the populations are beginning to recover.

— Rachel Bevington

NOTES FROM THE FIELD

The Sonic Season
Spring is the Sonic Season. The time when the voices of
nature come alive and the air fills with the trills, buzzes,
whistles, warbles, grunts, croaks, and drums of birds, frogs
and insects. It is the songbirds that hold the biggest thrill
of the sonic season for me. I don’t like to miss a morning
these days, lest I miss hearing the voice of another newly
arrived migrant species back for the nesting season.
The sonic season begins with our resident birds before the
migrants begin to show up. On a warm day in February,
the first song I hear is often a Song Sparrow or perhaps a
Pacific Wren. Then one day it happens. The first Yellowrumped Warblers return and begin to sing and call as they
forage for insects among the conifers or newly emerging
leaves of maple or oak.

Fall 2016
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One morning this April, I had just enough time for a walk
at Blackburn Nature Reserve. The sun was warm and the
grass heavy with dew, as I made my way down the hill
towards the lake. From a distance, I could hear the konka-ree song of Red-winged Blackbirds as they proclaimed
their territories amongst the cattails. What is Blackburn
without blackbirds! Once I got closer to the lake the electric song of the Marsh Wren came into focus. Often this is
a difficult bird to see but certainly not hard to hear! With
patience sometimes the singer shows himself and this
morning I was lucky. Up he popped, perched precariously
on the stem of a hardhack and, with his tail cocked high,
he began to sing. For a reason unknown to me he stopped
suddenly and dropped back down into the tangle.
I stood a while longer, hoping for another glimpse of the
wren. At the same time I kept my ears open to every voice
in the soundscape. The wren didn’t show up but it didn’t
take long before I was treated to the liquid chirping and
twittering of a flock of Tree Swallows overhead. I watched
as they flew and called, flashing their pure white undersides and metallic blue-green backs to the sun. Some
Violet-green Swallows joined in and I was happy to have
one perch close revealing his exquisite emerald-green
back and rich violet rump.
A little further along I heard the rat-a-tat-tat-tat…tat…
tat-tat of the Red-breasted Sapsucker, the only woodpecker here that drums with an uneven staccato rhythm.
I left the sapsucker to his drumming and made my way to
the forested side of the reserve, where I was delighted to
hear the fast trill of an Orange-crowned Warbler coming
from a Big Leaf Maple. I searched a little until I saw a
movement before looking through my binoculars. I found
him winding his way amongst the newly emerged leaves
and flowers of the maple, pausing to sing and feed on caterpillars with that super-sharp bill.
— Ren Furguson

Orange-crowned Warbler | Photo: Melissa Hafting
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Board candidate bios
For the Conservancy's June 11 AGM, these two new
board candidates have offered to serve.

Dave Secord
Dave Secord moved to Salt
Spring in 2015, where he operates a small consultancy, Barnacle
Strategies. An intertidal ecologist by training, he has divided
his career between academia
and foundation philanthropy. At
Tides Canada, he founded and
led a strategic grantmaking team focused on environmental and social solutions in several regions of Canada.
Before that, he oversaw conservation granting in Alaska
and BC for the Wilburforce Foundation. He has been
active in affinity groups including the Arctic Funders
Collaborative, Canadian Environmental Grantmakers’
Network, and Consultative Group on Biological Diversity.
Prior to that, as a professor and university administrator
for 12 years, he guided diverse environmental research
and educational partnerships. He has been a Fellow of
the International Canadian Studies Institute and the Aldo
Leopold Leadership Program, and retains faculty appointments at Simon Fraser University and the University of
Washington. He lives in the south end of Salt Spring with
his spouse Amy Adams and cats Eleanor and Franklin.

Derek Melton
I am very pleased to put my
name forward to serve on the
Board of the Salt Spring Island
Conservancy. I am an ecologist, including receiving a M.Sc.
under Professor Ian McTaggert
Cowan at UBC a few years ago.
That degree was for a study in
Uganda, and most of my subsequent ecology-based work
has been in tropical areas, apart from seven years based
in Yellowknife with the GNWT Wildlife Department. My
focus for the last 15 years has been overseas impact assessment projects. My wife Carol and I moved to Salt Spring
in 2012 and while we have been enjoying the island’s
natural areas, I have only recently started to appreciate
the scope and importance of SSI Conservancy activities.
I would use a Board membership as an incentive to learn
more of SSI ecology and bring a broad perspective to discussions of local conservation priorities.
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Diseased bat

SPECIES AT RISK

Bad news for bats
White Nose Syndrome has been found in Washington
state, and bat researchers in BC are scrambling to prepare
for the inevitable spread of this fungus to BC bats. First
detected in the eastern United States in 2006, it has spread
rapidly, affecting more than six million bats in the last
decade.
White Nose Syndrome is named for the fuzzy white fungal
growth caused by Pseudogymnoascus destructans on the
muzzle of the infected bats. The fungus invades hibernating bats’ skin and upsets their delicate physiology during
hibernation, causing dehydration and depleted fat reserves,
leading to death. The fungus is primarily transmitted bat
to bat, and can quickly spread through an entire colony,
but the spores can also be transmitted by people entering
caves, and on clothing, shoes and caving gear.
Bat losses on this scale will impact humans, as they are a
beneficial insect-eating predator and an important part of
the ecosystems we all inhabit. This disease is impacting
15 different bat species, but has been found on the endangered Little Brown bat, Myotis lugifugus, which is found
here on Salt Spring.

|

Photo: Marvin Moriarty

The BC Community Bat Program is a large working
group that cooperates across British Columbia. Guided
by government specialists, the participating scientists
help collect data and spread the word on problems that
arise for all bats. http://www.bcbats.ca
The Conservancy is part of this program and for bat
information and participation in the annual Bat Count,
contact: info@salspringconservancy.ca
How you can help:
• Keep your eyes open for dead bats. Please collect
dead bat specimens (without touching them with
your bare hands) and contact the Conservancy
immediately.
• If you have bat roosts, please document when you
first see bats arrive in spring so we have a better
sense of timing for next year and report this to the
Conservancy.
• If you have bat roosts, lay down plastic or cardboard
to collect fresh guano from this season and contact us
if you have a sample to submit.
• Participate in the Annual Bat Count this year.
• Continue to steward bats on private property so we
can promote resilient summer bat populations. (e.g.
maintaining roosts, safe exclusions, bat houses).
— Rachel Bevington

Fall 2016
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Support the Conservancy when you buy groceries
There are two very easy ways to combine your food shopping and your love for nature–by dedicating
your Country Grocer receipts to the Conservancy or by using a Thrifty’s Smile Card. This brings the
Conservancy several thousand dollars in income each year. Please remember to:
1) Place your Country Grocer receipts into the Conservancy box by the store exit near the express
counter. We then receive 1% of the value of the receipts. A big thank you to the Country Grocer for
continuing to support our efforts in this way! For example, if you buy $300 in groceries there each
month, that would add up to a $36 donation to the Conservancy over the course of a year.
2) Get a Thrifty’s Smile card at the Conservancy office or customer service desk at Thrifty’s. You can
load up your card at the store and then use it to buy your groceries. We get 5% of the money that is
used via this card, which can be used at any Thrifty’s. $300 in groceries each month would add up
to a $180 donation over the course of a year.
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Salt Spring Island
Foundation of Youth
School District #64
Hamber Foundation
TD Friends of the Environment
Thrifty Foods Smile Card Program
Stewardship, Land Acquisition
and Species at Risk:
BC Ministry of Forests, Lands and 		
Natural Resource Operations
BC Parks Enhancement Fund

Donations

Membership Application
Youth (Under 16)
Senior / Low-Income:
Regular Single
Regular Family
Group/School
Business

1 yr @
1 yr @
1 yr @
1 yr @
1 yr @
1 yr @

The Government of Canada’s
Habitat Stewardship Program
for Species at Risk
National Wetlands Conservation Fund
Habitat Conservation
Trust Foundation
Islands Trust Fund
Nature Trust of BC
NAV Canada
Pacific Salmon Foundation
Public Conservation
Assistance Fund
Salt Spring Island Foundation
Wildlife Habitat Canada World Wildlife
Fund/Loblaws
Many wonderful private donors

15
$
20
$
25
$
35
$
35
$
55
$

3 yr @ $60
3 yr @ $75
3 yr @ $105
3 yr @ $105
3 yr @ $165

Name(s): ________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Postal Code: ______________________________________
Phone:__________________________________________
E-mail(s):________________________________________
Please send me member email updates.
Please send me the Acorn via e-mail.
(We NEVER give out members’ e-mail addresses!)

Please contact me about becoming a monthly donor

In addition to my membership fee,
I have enclosed my donation in the
amount of:
$

50

500

$

$

100

$

1000

$

250

$

5000

$

Other

2500

Tax receipts will be provided for
donations of $20 or more.
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INSIDE THE CONSERVANCY

Classical music concert at
BlackburnSunday June 26, 2 pm
An event not to be missed!
We’re thrilled that three 3 of Salt Spring’s finest classical
musicians have volunteered to perform at a special fundraiser for the Conservancy on Sunday, June 26. Cellist Paula
Kiffner, violinist Joan Blackman and violist Larry Blackman
will perform in the beautiful building at the north end of
the Blackburn Lake Nature Reserve, with a lovely view of
the meadows and lake.
Paula a former member of the Vancouver Symphony
Orchestra, has also performed as guest principal cellist of
the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, and appears frequently as a recitalist and concerto soloist throughout the Pacific Northwest.
Her performances have been heard on CBC Radio (Canada)
and KING FM (Seattle).
Joan and Larry, recently relocated to Salt Spring from
Vancouver, are highly valued members of the Vancouver
Symphony.
The program for this concert includes works by Bach,
Beethoven, Dohnanyi and Schubert.
After the concert, beverages (tea/coffee/wine) and special
treats (hors d’oeuvres and desserts) will be served. Tickets
are limited, so call the Conservancy (250/538-0318) to
reserve yours soon. $50, with a tax receipt of $25.

Salt Spring Island Conservancy
PO Box 722
Salt Spring Island, BC
V8K 2W3

Upcoming Events
• SSI Conservancy Annual
General Meeting
– Saturday June 11, 1 PM
– Blackburn Lake Nature Reserve
– All members welcome
– Followed by a guided walk around
the reserve
• Classical Music Concert/Fundraiser
– June 26, 2 PM
– Blackburn Lake Nature Reserve
– Tickets available at Conservancy office
• Family Days at Blackburn Lake Nature Reserve
– June 19, July 3, July 31, August 14,
August 28. 1-3 PM
– All ages welcome, focus on ages 2–12
– Free!

