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•	 Clear away grass and weeds in a 1m (3’) 
circle around the seedling, until the seedling 
is at least 15–25cm (6”–8”) tall. Use mulch 
around the tree as a weed barrier, but keep it 
away from the stem. 

•	 If you want to store acorns temporarily, bury 
them in leaf piles rather than in pots and 
transplant the sprouted acorns or seedlings 
while they are still young and have short roots.

The Float Test
Put your acorns in the bottom of a container 
such as a large pail or bathtub, and fill it with 
water. Throw away the acorns that float to the 
surface or sit on the bottom making bubbles. 
The rest of the acorns on the bottom are healthy; 
they should not have any holes or cracks. To 
get the cream of the crop, choose the ones with 
the fewest flaws or blemishes. Soak these for 24 
hours and then plant them. 

Transplanting an Oak Seedling
There are three advantages to using seedlings:

1.	 The tree has a good head start when planted 
in its site.

2.	 It is easier to mark and protect a seedling 
than a buried acorn.

3.	 There are fewer problems with insects          
and wildlife.

Here are some suggestions that will help your 
seedlings survive and thrive after transplanting.

•	 Plant seedlings in the fall.
•	 Plant only young seedlings for best results. 

Make sure the taproot is directed straight 
down and doesn’t loop back up. Do not 
plant the seedling if the taproot is coiled as it 
will not form a proper root system. 

•	 Remove any stones from the planting hole.
•	 Fill the hole with some fine-textured soil 

until the root crown is level with the ground. 
Firmly tamp the soil with your foot. Add 
more soil up to original ground level and 
tamp lightly. 

•	 Thoroughly soak the ground around the 
seedling to encourage deep rooting.

•	 During the first two summers, water the 
seedling every 2–3 weeks (depending on 
rainfall and soil conditions). 

•	 Clear away grass and weeds in a 1m (3’) 
circle around the seedling, until the seedling 
is 15–25cm (6”– 8”) tall. Use mulch as a 
weed barrier, but keep the mulch away from 
the tree bark.

•	 Don’t worry if you don’t see much growth. 
Garry oaks are slow to grow and most of the 
action is happening underground at the start. 
Seedlings may take 10 years or more to reach 
1m (3’) in height. In rich deep garden soil, 
young Garry oaks can grow a metre or more 
per year.

•	 Build tree shelters to support and protect the 
growing seedling. Shelters made from rolls 
of plastic or cloth can also create a mini-
greenhouse to improve growing conditions 
around the seedling.

Protection for Seedlings 
You may want to protect your oak seedling 
with a wire mesh cage for a few years. If you are 
converting a lawn to woodland, a wire mesh cage 
will protect the seedlings from lawn mowers.

Wire mesh protection for a seedling. 
Adapted from www.hastingsreserve.org/OakStory/PlantingOaks.html.
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Caring for Garry Oak Trees
•	 Avoid sudden changes such as over-watering 

or long periods without watering.
•	 Don’t create stress by hanging things off the 

tree such as signs or clothes lines.
•	 Protect your tree from soil compaction 

in its root zone, as well as from stress or 
damage from parked cars, swimming pools or 
construction projects.

•	 Don’t pave under the tree. Tree roots extend 
out at least as far as the branches of the tree 
and the ground beneath the canopy should 
be protected from disturbance.

•	 The older the tree, the more important its 
shallow roots are and the less able it is to 
adapt to change.

•	 If you have a stand of oaks on your property, 
you may need to find out about techniques 
to maintain the trees’ health. Consult an 
arborist for advice.  

•	 Garry oaks do not grow well in the shade 
of larger trees such as Douglas-fir. Consider 
thinning some of the shading branches to 
allow more light through. If you decide to 
remove a tree, check your municipality’s tree 
protection bylaw first, and consider leaving a 
3-5m (10’ to 15’) tall snag to create wildlife 
habitat. You may be required (by law) or 
wish to consult with a qualified arborist 
before thinning or removing trees.

•	 Protect your trees from invasive vines such 
as English ivy that can smother and kill. For 

information on ivy removal, see page 39 and 
www.goert.ca/invasive.

Oak Pests and Diseases
Garry oak trees have evolved with hundreds of 
different insect species, as well as a number of 
micro-organisms, and it’s perfectly natural to 
see nibbled oak leaves or leaves with small holes 
in them. For example, large 1 – 2cm (½”–1”) 
speckled oak leaf galls are caused by native gall 
wasps whose populations are kept in check by 
native parasitoids and do not pose a serious 
threat to Garry oak trees. 

Introduced insect pests such as jumping gall 
wasps, oak leaf phylloxera, winter moths and 
gypsy moths can be more problematic than 
native insects.

Many Garry oaks recover from moderate 
infestations without treatment. However, if you 
are concerned that your trees are unhealthy, have 
an arborist with Garry oak expertise check them, 
as weakened trees may eventually succumb to 
multiple or repeat infestations. 

•	 Jumping gall wasps (Neuroterus saltatorius) 
lay their eggs on several ornamental oak 
species in British Columbia, but the 
Garry oak is the only tree on which it can 
complete its life cycle and where it does 
the most damage. Tiny 1.5mm (1/16”) 
yellow galls that look like mustard seeds on 
the undersides of the leaves house the wasp 
larvae. When the larva matures, the gall falls 
to the ground and as the wasp moves around 
inside, the gall visibly and audibly jumps. 
Yellow-brown spots are left where the galls 
were attached to the leaves. Symptoms appear 
in mid-June and include anything from 
simple spotting of leaves on lightly infested 
trees to complete scorching and premature 
defoliation on the most severely infested trees. 
Fortunately, there are some parasitoids that 
feed on and kill the wasp larvae, and earwigs 
and some ground beetles eat galls. Although 
there are commercially-available insecticides, 
we do not recommend them. 

Garry oak leaves and acorns. PHOTO: CHRIS JUNCK
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•	 Oak leaf phylloxera (Phylloxera species) 
damage is first visible as yellow spots on 
the leaves in May and June. This gradually 
progresses to complete browning and 
defoliation of some trees by late July. By late 
July or early August, heavily affected trees 
lose their leaves, although the trees often 
produce a second flush of leaves in August. 
Most trees with phylloxera seem to have 
light infestations without damage, while a 
few trees are heavily attacked year after year, 
becoming severely weakened and eventually 
dying. At least ten species of predators have 
been recorded feeding on phylloxera, but they 
do not appear to control it. 

•	 Gypsy moths (Lymantria dispar) come from 
Europe and Asia. They were accidentally 
introduced to North America, near Boston, 
in the 1860s. Since then the range of gypsy 
moths has expanded and continues to 
increase. Occasionally, isolated populations 
of the moths are found in British Columbia’s 
Garry oak trees. Gypsy moth caterpillars have 
a voracious appetite for oak leaves and can 
completely defoliate trees. If all of the leaves 
are eaten in successive years, the infested trees 
may die, especially if they are weakened by 
diseases and other stressors. 

•	 Winter moth (Operophthera brumata) 
caused extensive damage to deciduous trees 
on southeast Vancouver Island in the early 
1980s, until a biological control program 
using parasitic wasps and a parasitic fly 
brought the moths under control. They are 
also kept in check by native predators such as 
ground beetles.

•	 Sudden oak death syndrome (Phytophthora 
ramorum) occurs when water-borne spores 
land on the bark or leaves of oak trees, 
causing bark cankers, leaf yellowing and 
dieback. Sudden Oak Death Syndrome 
(SODS) is also known as Ramorum Blight 
and Dieback Disease. This disease can 
kill oak trees and other host plants such 
as arbutus, hairy manzanita and hairy 
honeysuckle. Fortunately for this region, 

it has only affected trees in California and 
Oregon woodlands so far, and Garry oaks 
are not known to be susceptible. In British 
Columbia it has appeared on rhododendrons 
and other imported plants, but a careful 
inspection system is attempting to detect 
any affected plants before they are sold. It 
is important to prevent the introduction of 
this disease, so never transport potentially 
infected host material or soil taken from 
areas where the pathogen is known to 
occur. Symptoms on oak trees include a 
rapid decline (dieback). Leaves turn brown 
suddenly and stay on the branch for up to 
a year, while bleeding or oozing cankers 
develop on the lower trunk and branches. 
If you think you spot symptoms, report 
possible cases to your local office of the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency or the 
Canadian Forest Service.

The BC Ministry of Agriculture & Lands has 
useful bulletins on several Garry oak diseases 
and pests at www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/
nonnativepests.htm. 

Plants You Don’t Need to Buy
Have a look around your garden and 
neighbourhood. You may spot some native plants 
that could be a natural seed source. Sometimes 
they will show up as volunteers in your garden 
without any help. Plants such as red alder are 
considered pioneer species that will quickly 
invade if soil conditions are right after land has 
been cleared. Other plants produce seeds that 
can lie dormant in the soil (the seed bank) until 
the right conditions for germination come along 
years later. Still other plants produce fruits that 
are eaten by birds; the seeds pass through the 
digestive system unharmed and are deposited in a 
different place. If your neighbourhood has Garry 
oak trees and you have seen or heard Steller’s jays 
or red squirrels, they may have already planted 
acorns in your garden. It can be a lot of fun to 
incorporate volunteer plants into your garden 
designs. The following list will give you an idea 
of the kinds of volunteer plants you might find 
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popping up in your garden. You may want to 
keep some where they are or move others into a 
planting bed. A few species such as red alder may 
form dense thickets of seedlings that will crowd 
out your own plantings unless you weed and thin 
to just a few specimen trees.

Bigleaf maple (Acer macrophyllum)

Yarrow (Achillea millefolium)

Red alder (Alnus rubra)

Pearly everlasting (Anaphilis margaritacea)

Bleeding heart (Dicentra formosa)

Purple-leaved willowherb (Epilobium ciliatum)

Fireweed (Epilobium angustifolium)

Large-leaved avens (Geum macrophyllum)

Oceanspray (Holodiscus discolor)

Common rush (Juncus effusus) 

Small-flowered woodrush (Luzula parviflora)

Indian-plum (Oemleria cerasiformis)

Trembling aspen (Populus tremuloides)

Willows (Salix species)

Hardhack (Spiraea douglasii)

Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus)

Early blue violet (Viola adunca)

Trailing yellow violet (Viola sempervirens)

Dealing with Deer
One of your goals in establishing Garry oak 
habitat on your property may be to attract native 
wildlife. For example, you may have chosen 
particular native plants to provide food and 
water for birds and butterflies, and find you have 
created some tasty treats for deer as well. 

Some people enjoy the deer and welcome their 
presence. Others want to discourage these 
visitors. Deer can do a great deal of damage to 
the plants growing in your yard. Young and 
tender plants may need protection from them. 
More mature plants are adapted to handle some 
loss of foliage and the deer’s browsing may not 
be harmful. Well-established plants will often 
re-grow the parts that have been eaten, with no 
long-term impact. 

If you decide deer control methods are necessary, 
here are some ideas to try. 

•	 Fencing. You may decide to fence a part 
of your yard (such as the vegetable garden 
or your newly planted native plant garden). 
Check your local bylaws first. If possible, 
fencing should be at least 3m (10’) high 
and set at least 30cm (1’) below the ground. 
Openings should be less than 10cm (4”). 

•	 Netting. Individual trees and shrubs can be 
covered with stiff plastic netting. This helps 
to reduce browsing but does not eliminate it. 

•	 Repellent plants. Some plants – such as 
catnip, garlic, lavender and yarrow – are 
reputed to repel some deer.  

•	 Resistant plants. Some plant species, such 
as Oregon-grape and kinnikinnick, are more 
deer resistant than others. Ask your local 
nursery for suggestions of appropriate species 
for your area. Many native plants are more 
tolerant of browsing than exotic species. 

•	 Scare tactics. Strobe lights, motion detector 
lights, radios, aluminum pie pans and other 
deterrents can startle deer, especially when 
they first appear. The presence of dogs 
is also helpful. 

•	 Odour and taste 
repellents. There are 
several commercially 

Indian-plum. Photo: Chris Junck 
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available products which may help to repel 
some deer, and many people have homemade 
recipes for repellents including hanging bars 
of soap from tree branches. However, there 
is no local evidence such techniques actually 
work and it can be an onerous task to 
re-apply these remedies on a regular basis. 

Deerproofing Your Yard & Garden by Rhonda 
Massingham Hart (North Adams, Massachusetts: 
Storey Publishing, 2nd edition, 2005) is a 
very useful reference with many more ideas for 
gardeners learning to co-exist with deer.

For more tips, check the Canadian Wildlife 
Federation website at 
www.wildaboutgardening.org.

Protecting Wildlife From            
Predators and Hazards

Wildlife Sinks
A new neighbourhood habitat full of tasty food 
plants could become a wildlife ‘sink’. Cats, dogs, 
grey squirrels, rabbits, starlings, cowbirds and 
other introduced animals can be destructive to 
plants, and kill or out-compete the wildlife you 
are trying to attract. If one of your goals is to 
create habitat or a sanctuary for specific species 
such as butterflies, take measures to prevent 
predation by non-native animals.

Mowing can be Dangerous
Careful! When using a mower or weed eater 
make sure that you do not harm small animals 
such as snakes, alligator lizards and frogs.
 
Techniques for Growing Moss  
All Garry oak ecosystems have a complement of 
moss and lichen species that provide a top crust 
that covers rock and soil. Unfortunately, they are 
currently not sold in nurseries, and lichens are 
difficult to propagate, so take care of any mosses 
and lichens already in your garden – they are 
sensitive to light conditions and have specialized 
habitat needs. If you remove a large tree, the 
increased sunlight can result in a change in moss 

species in the surrounding habitat patch. 

A useful reference for anyone 
interested in growing mosses 

is Moss Gardening, by George Schenk (Portland, 
Oregon: Timber Press, 1997).

The easiest way to acquire moss is to transplant 
a small strip from your own garden or a 
neighbour’s (with their permission, of course). 
It is best to keep the moss attached to the layer 
of soil it is already growing on to avoid excess 
damage to the plant. Remove moss from rock 
outcrops very carefully, with a wide putty knife 
or lino cutting knife. If it is in a crevice, wait 
until the soil is dry and try to pry up a whole 

Parts of a moss

Stonecrop and moss. Photo: Todd Carnahan
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piece, with moss attached. In woodlands, use 
a sharpened square-bladed spade to cut a small 
moss turf with 2.5cm (1”) of soil from the moss 
patch. When choosing the moss transplant site, 
be sure to consider the sun’s location during 
all four seasons. An area that is fully shaded 
now may be in full sun by mid summer. At 
the transplant site, lay the piece of moss down 
on bare soil just like you would with grass sod,      
and tamp it firmly to remove air pockets. Water 
well for the first two to three weeks until it 
becomes established.

If you cannot find a donor site to obtain moss 
for transplanting an intact clump, use the moss 
milkshake technique for a quick way to inoculate 
a location with spores and bits of rhizome that 
will grow into a moss patch. 

Making a Moss Milkshake
•	 Locate habitat similar to the garden you are 

creating. Ask permission to collect a small 
handful of moss.

•	 Take a small handful of healthy moss 
(remove any soil) when the sporophyte 
capsules appear to be ripe (you are after any 
spores and the rhizoids) and put into a 1-litre 
(4-cup) blender. 

•	 Mix a half litre (2 cups) of milk, buttermilk 
or plain yogurt with a half litre of water and 
add to blender.

•	 Blend at the lowest speed until thoroughly 
mixed and having the consistency of a thin 
milkshake (add more water if too thick).

•	 Paint the mixture onto rocks or pour into 
cracks or onto the ground wherever you’d 
like your moss to grow.

•	 Keep moist for a month and soon the spores 
will begin to grow and the bits of blended 
moss will regenerate into whole rooted plants 
that will colonize the area.

Many mosses are not fast growers and may 
need one or two seasons to become established, 
depending on moisture levels, shade requirements 
and soil composition. 

Garry oak woodland.  Photo: todd carnahan
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Green roofs, also 
known as eco-roofs 
or living roofs, are 
gardens built on 
top of conventional 
roofs. They 
provide aesthetic 
enhancement, 

improved building insulation, reduced rate and 
volume of stormwater runoff, reduced urban 
heat trapping, and reduced water pollution. 
There is a variety of green roof systems, each 
requiring several protective waterproof layers and 
a drainage system located beneath the growing 
substrate and plants.

A green roof provides benefits to those using      
the building, and helps the environment in 
several ways: 

•	 Providing wildlife habitat including potential 
fly-over habitat for birds and butterflies

•	 Visual amenities and passive                
recreation opportunities

•	 Reducing stormwater runoff; a green roof 
can absorb 70 - 90% of rainfall

•	 Reducing heat loss from the building          
in winter 

•	 Reducing internal building temperature 
during summer 

•	 Reducing overall building energy costs 
•	 Improving acoustic performance of              

the building 
•	 Removing carbon dioxide and absorbing 

pollutants from the air 

There are two main types of green roofs. 
Intensive roofs are physically accessible (load 
bearing), have deeper soils and can be landscaped 
with trees, shrubs, flowers and outdoor furniture. 
Extensive roofs are physically inaccessible and 
can be viewed from the street or surrounding 
buildings and are landscaped with a shallow 
8-15cm (3-6”) layer of growing medium and 
herbaceous plants.

Green roofs have great potential to become 
shallow-soil Garry oak meadows. In fact many 

of the plants grown by 
B.C. nurseries for green 
roof gardens have their 
native origins in Garry oak 
ecosystems. Have a look at 
the Container and Rock 
Outcrop garden designs 
to get an idea of the plant 
palette you could use on a green roof.

The BCIT Centre for the Advancement of 
Green Roof Technology provides resources and 
industry contacts and offers short professional 
courses. See their website at  
www.commons.bcit.ca/greenroof.

These three publications provide useful general 
and technical information:

Green Roof Plants: A Resource and Planting 
Guide, by Edmund C. Snodgrass and Lucie L. 
Snodgrass. (Timber Press, 2006)

Introductory Manual for Greening Roofs, by 
Cornelia Hahn Oberlander, Elisabeth Whitelaw 
& Eva Matsuzaki (Ottawa: Public Works 
Canada, 2002)

Roof Gardens: History, Design and Construction, 
by Theodore Osmundson (New York: W.W. 
Norton & Company, 1999)

GREEN ROOFS

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT GOERT:

Email: info@goert.ca 
Phone: (250) 383-3427 
Website: www.goert.ca

Top photo: Green roof on garden shed, Michigan Street 
Community Garden. Bottom photo: Green roof on 
Burnside-Gorge Community Centre. PHOTOS: CAROLYN MASSON
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Garden-based 
learning is a global 
movement to 
engage students 
of all ages in the 
transformation of 
schoolyards into 
a variety of theme 
gardens and cross-
curriculum outdoor 
classrooms. School 
gardens have 
been constructed 
for native plants, 
wildlife habitat, 
vegetables and 
fruit, water 
conservation, and 
climate change. 

Creating, growing 
and maintaining a native plant garden provides 
an authentic outdoor educational experience for 
students where they can play, learn, and develop 
a genuine respect for nature and each other in a 
safe environment. Through hands-on activities, 
learning gardens teach students about the 
importance of protecting and celebrating nature.

Evergreen has promoted Learning Grounds of 
all sizes for several decades and provides useful 
information, case studies and resources.  

In the Capital Regional District, Habitat 
Acquisition Trust (HAT) helps students create 
and care for native plant gardens on school 
grounds as part of their Green Spots Program. 
Call (250) 995-2428 or see their website. 

In Greater Victoria, LifeCycles has developed 
a school-based food gardening program and 
has resources for teachers interested in school 
gardening projects.

The Canadian Biodiversity Institute is another 
excellent resource for parents and educators 
working with schoolchildren on native plant 
gardens and wildlife habitat creation projects.  

The Association 
for Canadian 
Educational 
Resources has 
developed a schoolyard 
tree certification 
program as part of 
their climate change 
monitoring initiative.

Native plant gardens 
provide many 
opportunities for 
curriculum tie-ins in 
a variety of subjects, 
and can aid in a better 
understanding of First 
Nations perspectives 
regarding traditional 
uses of plants, relationships with the land, and 
our interconnections with nature. Consult with 
local Aboriginal Education specialists and elders 
in your school district for advice and suggestions 
regarding the incorporation of traditional food 
and medicine plants in a school garden project. 
For ideas on integrating Aboriginal content 
into the curriculum, see the BC Ministry of 
Education website.  

Garry Oak Ecosystems of British Columbia: 
An Educator’s Guide is full of activity plans 
for groups of various ages. The book contains 
background information, graphics and hands-on 
activities for experiential learning about Garry 
oak ecosystems. Contact WILD BC to place an 
order. Phone (250) 356-7111, or email wild@
gov.bc.ca.

Native Plant Gardening Workshops with Pat 
Johnston. Co-sponsored by CRD Water Services 
and Swan Lake Christmas Hill Nature Sanctuary. 
Call Swan Lake at (250) 479-0211 or see the CRD 
website at: www.crd.bc.ca/water/conservation/ 
outdoorwateruse/workshops/index.htm.

Restoration of Natural Systems Program 
(University of Victoria): www.uvcs.uvic.ca/restore.

Braefoot Elementary students 
planting their naturescape 
with help from HAT. 
PHOTO: TODD CARNAHAN

EVERGREEN
www.evergreen.ca

HABITAT ACQUISITION 
TRUST

www.hat.bc.ca

LIFECYCLES
www.lifecyclesproject.ca

CANADIAN BIODIVERSITY 
INSTITUTE

www.schoolgrounds.ca

ASSOCIATION FOR 
CANADIAN EDUCATIONAL 

RESOURCES
 www.acer-acre.org

BC MINISTRY OF 
EDUCATION

www.bced.gov.bc.ca/
abed/shared.pdf

Learning gardens and schoolyards
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Contact the Land 
Trust Alliance of BC at                   

(250) 477-4766 

or visit their website: 

www.landtrustalliance.
bc.ca

for more information 
regarding conservation 

covenants.

Chocolate lilies and other wildflowers grow in 
profusion on some protected islets. PHOTO: EMILY GONZALES

Protect the Future of Garry Oak Habitat

Garry oak habitat can take decades to develop 
and mature. During this time, your property 
may change hands many times. You can              
protect your efforts and leave a living legacy for 
future generations. 

There are several options, including conservation 
covenants, to ensure the long-term protection 
of your Garry oak habitat or garden. Most 
landowners use these options in partnership 
with a conservation organization or land trust 
dedicated to protecting nature on private land. 

Conservation Options for Private 
Landowners

Conservation Covenants

A conservation covenant allows you to protect 
natural features on your land. For example, 
you could protect a mature Garry oak and a 
small pond that provide habitat for a few native       
plants or animals without having to donate or 
sell your land.

A conservation covenant is a voluntary legal 
agreement between you as a landowner and 
a conservation organization and/or local 
government. In return for the long-term 
protection of natural features, you commit 
to protecting the land in specified ways. For 
example, you might promise not to cut down 
any Garry oaks and to maintain the understorey 
vegetation. The terms you agree to become part 
of the covenant, which is then attached to the 
land title and must be followed by every future 
landowner. The conservation organization 
will carefully watch the land to ensure that the 
terms of the covenant are followed, so you can 
sell or donate your property whenever you like 
and be assured of the protection you arranged. 
Contact the Land Trust Alliance of BC for                   
more information. 

Donating Your Land 

If you donate your property (or a part of your 
property) to a qualified organization such as 
a local government or land trust, you may 

receive a tax receipt for 
the appraised value of the 
donation. If your property 
has ecological value, you 
may be able to increase 
your tax benefit under the 
Ecological Gifts Program. 
For advice on ecological 
gifts, contact the Canadian 
Wildlife Service at (604) 
940-4700. 
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Garry oak ecosystems are 
protected in the Gulf Islands 
National Park Reserve of 
Canada. PHOTO: BRIAN READER

Life Estate

You may give 
your property as 
a gift to a local 
government or 
land trust, but 
include a life 
estate. This means 
that you – and 
your children if 
you choose this 
option – have the 
right to stay on 
your property for 
the rest of your 
lives. Title to your 

property is transferred to the new owner only 
when you no longer live there. There are usually 
some restrictions on your use of the property to 
protect its ecological values, but in return you 
may receive some tax benefits.

Selling Property

You can sell your property to a conservation 
organization or government agency to ensure its 
future protection in a couple of ways. You may 
have your property appraised and use its fair 
market value, or, by selling it for less than this, 
you can provide a bargain. If your sale price is 
less than 80% of the appraised value, you can 
receive a tax receipt for the difference. 

More Ways to Protect Your Garry Oak Habitat

There are other simple ways to protect your 
habitat. These include writing agreements with 
conservation organizations, taking protective 
measures when re-developing your property, and 
using local bylaws and provincial or federal laws. 
Local land trust organizations will provide you 
with more information.  

Other Ways You Can Help

•	 Volunteer at a restoration project near you 
to remove invasive species from local parks, 
schools, and other lands. 

•	 Attend workshops and other events 
sponsored by GOERT and our partners. 

•	 Join or support organizations involved in 
conserving, protecting and restoring Garry 
oak habitat. 

•	 Share what you know about species at risk 
and Garry oak ecosystems with your friends 
and neighbours.

•	 Protect trees in your community. If you 
think Garry oaks may be damaged or cut 
down, contact your municipality or GOERT 
to find out how they might be protected.

•	 Ask your local government to incorporate 
Garry oak ecosystem conservation into 
their local planning processes, and support 
initiatives to protect Garry oak habitat       
from development. 

•	 Share your knowledge with others and take 
part in discussions. Subscribe to our listserv 
and e-newsletter at www.goert.ca/subscribe.

•	 Tread gently near sensitive areas (e.g. vernal 
pools, moss- or lichen-covered bluffs), and 
stay on designated pathways. 

•	 Treasure the natural and wild areas in our 
yards, parks and all public and private lands.

Spread the Word! 
Let others know what you are doing and why it 
is so important.

•	 Install interpretive signs at the edge of the 
property so that people will know what you 
are doing.

•	 Talk to your neighbours; if you can get them 
interested, they may offer to help. If they are 
interested in creating or protecting Garry oak 
habitat on their property, offer to help them. 

•	 When your garden is ready, you could offer 
tours to local naturalist and garden clubs, 
schools and other interested individuals. 

If you have questions you can’t find answers for, 
please call GOERT at (250) 383-3427 or send 
an email to info@goert.ca.
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AppendiX

Here are some resources to help you find native 
plants and seeds, and to find Garry oak gardens 
and natural habitat for inspiration. 

Please note that the listings are accurate to the 
best of our knowledge at the time of printing. 
This is not an exhaustive list, but is intended to 
provide a selection of useful resources.

For the most up-to-date information, please see 
www.goert.ca under ‘gardening and restoration’. 
To suggest an addition or correction, please 
contact GOERT.

Suppliers of Native Plants       
and Seeds

Victoria area

Cannor Nursery
4660 Elk Lake Drive, Victoria 
Phone: (250) 658-5415
Website: www.cannor.com

GardenWorks - Colwood
1859 Island Highway, Victoria
Phone: (250) 478-2078
Website: www.gardenworks.ca

GardenWorks - Saanich
4290 Blenkinsop Road, Victoria
Phone: (250) 721-2140
Website: www.gardenworks.ca

Island View Nursery (wholesale to the trade)
2933 McIntyre Road, Saanichton
Phone: (250) 544-4802 
Email: islandvn@telus.net

Lochside Nursery
Dooley Road at Lochside Drive, Brentwood Bay
Phone: (250) 544-3100
Website: www.csll.ca/lochside.html

Marigold Nurseries
7874 Lochside Drive, Saanichton
Phone: (250) 652-2342
Email: admin@marigoldnurseries.com
Website: www.marigoldnurseries.com

Nature’s Garden Seed Company
Box 32105, Victoria, BC V8P 5S2  
Phone: (250) 595-2062 or 1-877-302-7333
Email: mail@naturesgardenseed.com
Website: www.naturesgardenseed.com

Queenswood Victoria Nursery 
(wholesale & retail)
6458 Central Saanich Road, Victoria
Phone: (778) 426-4455
Email: info@queenswoodnursery.com
Website: www.queenswoodnursery.com

Russell Nursery
1370 Wain Road, North Saanich 
Phone: (250) 656-0384
Email: russellnursery@telus.net
Website: www.russellnursery.com

Thousand Summers Environmental Design
Phone: (250) 727-0229
Email: thousandsummers@shaw.ca

Swan Lake Christmas Hill Nature Sanctuary
(annual native plant sale)
3873 Swan Lake Road, Victoria 
Phone: (250) 479-0211
Email: info@swanlake.bc.ca
Website: www.swanlake.bc.ca

Up-Island and Gulf Islands
Cairnpark Nursery Services Inc. 
3467 Glenora Road, Duncan
Phone: (250) 715-0559
Website: http://members.shaw.ca/cairnpark/

Cannor Nursery 
609 East Island Highway, Parksville
Phone: (250) 248-0093
Website: www.cannor.com

Fraser’s Thimble Farms
175 Arbutus Road, Salt Spring Island
Phone: (250) 537-5788
Email: thimfarm@telus.net
Website: www.thimblefarms.com

MacWatt Plants (by appointment)
1750 Maple Bay Road, Duncan 
Phone: (250) 748-1527 or cell (250) 732-7315 
Email: dmacwatt@shaw.ca
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Cowichan Valley

Cowichan Garry Oak Preserve
6 km east of Duncan
This Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) site 
protects one of the largest, most intact Garry oak 
woodland meadows on Vancouver Island. 
Volunteer events and educational tours for 
community and schools are available. Please 
contact the Site Manager and Restoration 
Technician at (250) 748-7124.  
www.natureconservancy.ca.
Mt. Tzuhalem Ecological Reserve
4 km east of Duncan; for public access 
information, please see BC Parks website.
The ecological reserve protects Garry oak 
woodland meadows and rock outcrops and their 
associated species at risk. It is located on the 
south-facing slope of Mt. Tzuhalem.  
www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks.
Somenos Garry Oak Protected Area
Adjacent to Somenos Lake, Duncan
Garry oak habitat is being restored at this site 
through removal of invasive species and 
replacement with native species. For more 
information, please contact Genevieve Singleton, 
natural history interpreter, at (250) 746-8052. 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks.

St. Peter’s Anglican Church
5800 Church Road, Duncan
Phone: (250) 746-6262
The church yard displays a profusion of Garry 
oak wildflowers in spring and summer.

Nanaimo Area

Jack Point Park
At end of Duke Point Highway (Hwy 19), 
Nanaimo
For more information, please go to  
www.nanaimo.ca or call (250) 755-7505.
Neck Point Park
1055 Morningside Drive off Hammond Bay 
Road, Nanaimo
For more information, please go to  
www.nanaimo.ca or call (250) 755-7505.

Lower Mainland

UBC Botanical Garden
6804 SW Marine Drive, Vancouver
Visit a prominent garden exhibit of Garry oak 
ecosystem trees, shrubs and vines with an 
understorey of native bunch grasses, bulbs, 
perennial and annual wildflowers. Student 
education and research is ongoing. Tours can be 
booked by calling (604) 822-4208.             
www.ubcbotanicalgarden.org. 

Blue-eyed Mary and sea blush on a rock outcrop. PHOTO: KATHRYN MARTELL
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